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To the READER. 


Have nothing to ſay in behalf of the 
1 following papers, but that they are 
chiefly intended for the great body of Chri- 
ftians, called the common people, who 
have but little time, and as little modey, 
for buying and reading large books, The 
character of ſuch readers makes it like- 
wiſe neceſſary that this ſmall performance 
ſhould be as plain and familiar as poſſible. 
I mentioned ſome cauſes of the thought= 
leſrneſs of mankind, which poſſibly may be 
reckoned more applicable to thoſe in high 
ſtations, But the loweſt ranks of men are 
too much ſet upon their pleaſures, and 
are till projedting to raiſe themſelves 


higher. As for thoſe in higher ſtations, 


when they are arrived at the utmoſt thein 
ambition can deſire, ( ſuch is the empli- 
neſs of things , they are continually ſearch> 
ing after new pleaſures and amuſements: 
| When the woful effedts of the fall were 
taken notice of (chap. .4.), the lift might 
have been made fuller, and more ſaid con- 
cerning the corruption of the heart : but 
perhaps there is enough ſaid to make us 
ſenſible of our fallen ſtate, which pride 
ſeems to have accafioned ; as may be in. 
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ferred from the preſent diſgrace and mi- 


ſery aue are utder ; a frail body, full of 
diſeaſes, and other no leſs humbling things, 
And what bade we to boaſt of as ta the 


faul? A defective memory, a confuſed 


Judgment, à giddy imagination, à per- 
wer/e will, a crowd' of paſſions, that give 


us u reſi, and make the earth deſolate. 


But, on the other hand, we aught not 


5 3 forget the bappy proſpect which the 


ſcripture gives us of a glorious and bleſſ- 
ed ſtate hereafter, wherein all imperfec- 


 Hiens aud ſorroaus are done away. 


In chap. 11. the croſs was brought in 


litile abruptly;. and perhaps too ba- 


iily diſmiſſed. This is indeed true, that 
the croſſes and vexations which people 
greate to one another, are very much owing 
to the mutual defedts of their own tem: 


pers. But the croſs implies all the varie: 
4 of ſuffering we can poſſibly imagine, | 


and it is the neceſſary medicine for curing 
all the diſorders which fin hath brought 
außen us. Ut may be rectoned, that every 
£rofs laid on us by the unſearchable provi- 
Aence of Cod, is fitted to fame diſorder in 
gur nature, frequently unkuown to. us ; 
aud we may. conclude. in general, that 
ed Sauiour ( aube was. pur 
f] made choice of the craſs, and 
| " --  fafferings, 


* 4 


| uferings, we ¶ aube are polluted auirb 
n ) can have no other aa of arriving 


at happineſs. Holy writ confirms it often. 
do not pretend to have diſcovered 
all the faults of the book. In chap. 17. 


chearfulneſs is called a virtue; which 


| perhaps will be diſputed : for though # 


certain fort of chearfulneſs may be ſai 
to be the effect of the higheſt virtue, [ey 
and peace being fruits of the Holy Spirit, 


| and a good conſcience a continual feaft J; 
yet ordinary and natural chearfulneſs is 


no more to be called a virtue, than bold- 
neſs, timorouſneſs, baſhfulneſs, or even 


ſadneſs, when they proceed merely from. 


the natural temper. I grant, the chears. 


fulneſs which proceeds merely from the 


natural temper is not to be called a vir- 
tue; but the chearfulneſs I had in vieaẽ, 


was a certain mixture of gaiety and com- 


plaiſance, in oppoſition to moroſeneſi aud 


ſullenneſe, which can never do honau# to 


re = 3 | 
uch more might have been added, if 


the deſign had not been to make a very 


ſmall book © and what is chiefly intended 


by it is, to ſtir up people to the ludy of 


the holy [eriptures, in which all is con- 


tained that "we ought to believe and prac- 
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which, though inferior to the ſeriptures, 
are to be highly eſteemed, 'as well as ſe- 


vderal books of an inferior claſs: the 


reader may rank them as he thinks pro- 
per. And when we have no book in our 
hands, we have the excellency of the 
Chriſtian religion to think af, the purity 
and peaceableneſs of its doftrine, with 
the comfortable hopes it gives its fin- 
cere followers, The thoughts of death, 
Judgment, and eternity, Bull ſometimes 
enter into the mind, notwithſtanding all 


the pains that we are at to baniſh them 


from it; and: at ſuch times, what can 
Support us but the doctrine of the goſpel ? 
To ſay nothing of the terrort of death, we 
had need to have recourſe to religion to 


- ſupport us in the common 3 of 


life. N N 


» Such! as the Tmitation of Chriſt, aud l 
books of that ſpiritual kind, proper for all 
ranks and conditions. | 
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|| The advantage of thinking or ingly on on 


our condition. 


: AN that is hn * wo- 
i man, is of few days, and 
, =. fult of trouble. He co- 
* meth forth like a flower, and 
[is cut down: he fleeth allo as a 
al BF ſhadow, and continueth not “.“ 
Verily every man at his beſt ſtate 5 
* 1s altogether vanity +.” Our on 
xperience teaches us the ſame truths; 
Put as we know them only in à con- 
Fuſcd manner, ſo we think very little 
bout them. Our ſhort time paſſes N 
15 Job i $6 f Pſal. urin ; 
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2 | Thoughts concerning Ch. I 


away in folly, till we are ſurpriſed 
by death. Several cauſes may be gi 
ven for this thoughtleſsneſs. Ou 
heart is almoſt continually inten 
upon ſome pleaſure or diverſion, and 
our head taken up with airy projects 
or if we find ourſelves ſometimes | 
little diſengaged, and in a diſpoſitioſ 
to think of our true ſtate, and th& 
great end of our creation, we are pre 
ſently diſcouraged with gloomy pro 
tpects, and the miſery that caſts uf 
TO us. | 

No doubt we are poor and miſer 
able: but this ſhould not hinder u 1 
from conſidering the whole of ouy, 

condition, ſince we pretend to be rea 
ſonable creatures, and often to be ve 
r or 
A little conſideration might they 
us, that we are not miſerable beyon@p, 
hope of recovery: very few are altq; tn 

getker without ſome expectation 
' happineſs. in the next world, afte 
this painful life is ended; and it \ 
give attention to the ſcripture. v 
hall find many paſſages to confirt 
1 . OV 


* 


h. I. Man's Duties and Hopes. | 3 


Ch. il 


.. Wur hopes: The ſame holy perſon = 
py Job ſays, © I know that my Redeemer 
9. liveth, and that he ſhall. ſtand at 
Ou. the latter day upon the earth.“ He 
intenf adds, And though, after my ſkin, 
» 00 worms deſtroy this. body, yet in 
jects . my fleſh ſhall I fee God: whom I 
mes . ſhall ſee for myſelf, and mine eyes 
analy 7 ſhall behold, and not another “.“ 
d thifiere is a glorious expectation of de- 
e P!oWjiverance, and of the reſurrection. 
Prog ur bleſſed Saviour and his apoſtles 
ſts uf give that doctrine ſtill a greater force. 
Mankind therefore ſhould not be 
without hopes, but their confidence 
ſhould be only in their Redeemer, 
For, alas! what miſerable creatures are 
we! 
We cannot ad too meanly. of 
ourſelves, as we are fallen creatures, 


miſer 
ler u 
f ou 
E red 
be ve 


they and ſo wretchedly disfigured by fin. 
wt: But left the dwelling too much upon 
> alto 


this thought ſhould caſt us into de- 

ſpair, we muſt think of the mercy 

and power of God, who can renew 

us 85 and ſoul. He can ** N 
0 * Job XiX. 25. 26, 27. 1 
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„ the image of God.” 
believe. this, conſidering what we are 


and that is enough. 


like great about us. 
thought capable of baſe actions. We 


-we are very jou in others. 
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« mus a clean heart,” and change 
“ our vile body, that it may be fa. 


« ſhioned like unto his glorious bo. 


CE dy *.“ L 


ere created at firſt «© after 
Who could 


We 


now? But the ſcripture declares it, 


We even find in 
our 'preſent ſtate ſomething that looks 
We abhor to be 


aim at a good character before men, 
Again, nothing 1 in this world can ful- 
ly ſatisfy our hearts, which looks as 
if they were made for the enjoyment 
of God, ſince nothing leſs than he 
can fill them. 


remains of dignity in our nature. 


When a perſon has no ſenſe of 


ſhame, there is nothing that is good 
to be expected from him. 
But as we are high in ſome reſpects, 


two points which we muſt wanne 
i „. | 


keep 


th And the abhorrenceſ 
of being thought baſe, looks like ſome 


Theſe are 


? Ch. IT. Man's Duties and Hopes, 3 


. keep in view, that we may not either 
be proud like the devil, or level our- 
ſelves with the beaſts. 


H A P. i 


Je true _— of ourſelves, at 


the flate of things, only to be hail 
from the ſcriptures. 


Experience may teach us ſomewhat, 
but the ſcriptures only can teach 


us fully and truly. We muſt read at- 


tentively, otherwiſe it does not de- 


ſerve the name of reading. Another 
ching requiſite for underſtanding the 
ſcriptures is an honeſt heart We muft 
bring with us a fincere intention of 
doing our duty, as ſoon as we under- 
ſtand it; without which pews ime chen 


: arc FCO 


We muſt not read chat we may flat · 
ter our vanity, or to appear know- 
ing. The end of our reading, and 


of all our actions, muſt be to plate 
God, and to give glory to his name. 

If we read the holy ſcriptures with 

theſe 


A 3 
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theſe good diſpoſitions, or a right frame 
of heart, we ſhall learn out of them all 
that is neceflary to make us perfectly 
happy in the next woerld, and even 


much happier here than otherwiſe wel 


could be: For the ſcriptures have 


come from the Spirit of God, thei 


fountain of all wiſdom, There may 
be very uſeful books written by good 
men, but they are only borrowed 
lights, and dim in compariſon of the 
ſcriptures, 
When we open thoſe ſacred books, 
ve ſhould put up a private petition to 
Almighty God, That he would 


“give us the true underftanding off 


e what we read, left we read like 


children. We mult alſo pray, That 


&© God would give us a ready heart 
*<«©- to obey his will in all that he plea- 
« ſes to diſcover of it to us, leſt we 
read like hypocrites.. 0 

We cannot deny that our FE is 
laid down plainly to us in the ſcrip- 
tures: common ſenſe is enough to 
let us ſee it. But we are for the moſt 


= in ſuch 4 NY when we read, or 
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and we find it 


Ch. II. Man's Duties and Hopes. 7 


hear others, that all goes for nothing, 
Inſtead of minding what we read or 
hear, our thoughts are carried away 
with a thouſand impertinent things. 
And ſuppoſe our attention were great- 
er than it is, yet our fooliſh deſires 
and paſſions blind us; and “ the 
cares of the world choke che good 
« ſeed,” as Gur ' chiefled Saviour in- 
forms us. 

But I 55 again, our n cis. 
Our Saviour condeicended to ſpeak 
to the meaneſt capacities, and made 
vſe of the moſt familiar parables. 
His apoſtles teach- us our duty alſo: 
in the Old Teſtament 
elf,» God is never wanting upon 
his part. 

Oa the other hand, we cannot de- 
ny that there are ſeveral things in the 
ſcriptures very dark, according to our 
natural apprehenſion, and which can 
only be made intelligible by the ſame 


Spirit from whence they came. But 
to this Spirit no bounds can be ſet: it 


can teach the ſoul immediately ; it 


can . dark, „ PRYag6S it can 


make 


© — 


n 
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make a light to ſpring up in the ſoul, th 
without letters or ſounds, or any of 
thing that can ſtrike the outward ſen-W th 
ſes. He who formed the foul can in- an 
ſtruct it atter many ways and man- fo 
ners that human reaſon can have no or 
comprehenſion of. | 
All we have to do is, to follow he de 
light that is given us; and when God Ma 
ſees us tit for higher things, he will Min 
not be wanting. We ought not to pe 
aim at what is extraordinary. David fa 
ſaid, He did not exerciſe himſelf in r 
„ things too high for him, but be- MW of 
% haved like a weaned child*,” Such Ma 
high aims are liable to the puniſh. if g! 
ment of deluſion, which they well de- th 


'F e, a. 
„% ans” phe += 
i i Of fame Principal truths taught us in th 
. RR  hely it. | | 2d 


TP HE ſoriptares teach us our du- Ml * 
ty, plainly, fully, and truly. Theſe © 
three TO cannot but concur in 


8 


11, 


du- 
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in 


em, 
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| them, fince they are the inſpirations 
Jof God. 


They allo teach us many 
things concerning the divine nature 
and our own, tlie end we are made 


for, and the courſe we muſt follow in 
order to eternal happineſs. 


We feel the inconſtancy and diſor- 


der of every thing here. Our body is 


a maſs of corruption, and liable every 


; moment to pain and torture in every 


re and atom of it, and the whole 


fabric ready to fall to pieces, like a 
ruinoüs houſe. 


Our foul, though 
of an immortal nature, is howevct in 


a very poor ſtate here : paſſions, imas 
ginations, deluſions, cares, ſorrows, 


theſe are commonly the troubleſome 
gueſts of the foul. We have not 
names for all the evils we reel and 
fear. All the elements are againſt us: 
the air we breathe often carries death 
in it; men are our open enemies; : 
and © the devil walketh about, like a 
„ roaring lion, ſeeking whom he yy 
cen 

There are other things i in our pre- 
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10 Thoughts concerning Ch. III. 


ſent ſtate more agreeable ; pleaſure 


of the body and mind. . Hardly is a- 


ny perſon ſo deſtitute as to have no 


friend; and one ſingle friend is a 


8: eat treaſ ure 
But ſtill man's life is full af trouble, 
* he is full of contradictions him. 


ſelf; ſome good qualities in bin. and] 


many bad. 


It is the ſcripture that ſhews us han | 


theſe contrary. things have come to 


paſs. It informs us, that the firſt 
man Adam was created in an upright 
and happy ſtate ; but that he fell, and] 
all his poſterity in him, ſince he could} 
produce none in his corruption but 


corrupt creatures like himſelf, 


It informs us, that God was pleaſed} 
to pardon Adam and his poſterity, at] 
the interceflion of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
took our nature upon him, (except 
the ſinful part of it), and ſatisfied the 


divine juſtice by his bitter death *, 
it informs us, that though man was 


* Man's redemption by ſeſus Chrilt js fre- 


quently mentioned in ſcripture, ang is ont of 


e mylterics unfathomable by human 2 
tan 


I. b. III. Mare Duties and Hopes. 11 


wry thus pardoned, yet he was driven out 
is aok Paradiſe, and the earth cur/ed for 
no his ſake; that being condemned to 
5 A hard labour, and many vexations, he 
ble. might be in leſs hazard of doting on 
4 nis preſent jail, and might have his 
a eye fixed on a better world. 5 
and It informs us, that man's know- 
edge was much darkened by the fall, 
and all his faculties diſtempered and 
poiſoned ; that he is now a proud, 
angry, fooliſh creature; timorous, 
ſlothful, reſtleſs ; every thing by turns, 
and nothing for any continuance. 

It informs us, on the other hand, 
that there are great remains of dignity 
in our nature; that, notwithſtanding 
all our defects and miſeries, we are 
ſtill the children of God, and“ joint 

| © heirs with Chriſt,” What amazing 
and endearing expreſſions! 

It informs us, that our title to theſe 
y glorious and bleſſed promiſes is of the 
pure mercy of God, and only owing 
to the merits of his well-beloved Son ; 
gh that we muſt take nothing to our- 

ſelres but ame and confuſion, nor 

1 „ flatter 
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12 Thoughts concerning Ch. Ill, 


flatter ourſelves with the hopes of be. 
ing acceptable to God without faith 
and repentance, and the imitation of 
all the virtues of our Lord and Sa- 7 
viour, as far as is poſſible for us. 
Theſe are ſome of the principal 
truths which the holy ſcriptures teach} 
us, and what we could never have 
diſcovered without revelation. It helps 
to reconcile the contradictions we find 
in our own nature. Man is neither 
| beaſt, nor devil, and far leſs a God; 
but he has ſomething in him of all thei 
three: experience ſhews it in his 
actions. Things are done by“ man 
which look more diabolical than hu- 
man; and there are things brutal tof 
the laſt degree; but there are other 
things (it is a pity they are fo few) 
which look very like divine, | 
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Joften proud of our being wicked; 

but the remembrance of our being 
fooliſh would help to keep us humble: 
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NY a7 AM 


The unhappy effets of the fall confi, er- 


ed a little . 


B* the fall of our firſt parents the 


divine image is very much disfi- 


gured in us, and we are ſunk in wic- 


keep our folly in mind, for we are 


We fee what men are in the pre- 
ent age. If we look backwards, 
and believe the report of thoſe who 


Wave lived. before us, we ſhall find 
| All hiſto- 
ries are full of the corruptions of men, 
and their violence againſt one ano- 


atters very little better. 


ther ; and the ſacred hiſtory informs 
us, that when there were but two 
brothers upon the earth, 
and that wicked- 
eſs, in the courſe of a few genera- 
ions, came to that height, that all 
B mankind: 


It is neceſlary to 
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mankind were deſtroyed by the flood, 
except one ſingle family, which was 
ſaved in the ark, with ſo many crea- 
tures as Maß was ordered to take in. 
to it, to preſerve their kinds. Every 


body talks of the flood ef Neah ; i 


were well worth the while to. think 
ſeriouſly of that dreadful event, and 
the cauſe that brought it about; I 
mean the abominations of fallen men. 
Men ſtill go on in the old way, fo 
deep is the corruption of our nature. 
„The works of the fleſh are mani- 
ger feſt,” ſays St Fall, * adultery, 
« fornication, uncleanneſs, laſcivioul- 
«& neſs, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, 
* variance, emulations, wrath, ſtrife, 
« ſeditions, herefies, envyings, mur- 
«& ders, drunkenneſs, revellings, and 
* ſuch like.” He adds, That they 
« who do ſuch things, ſhall not in- 
« herit the kingdom of God *.“ 
Thus the holy apoſtle hath given 
us a fad liſt of our diſorders and 
crimes, (the miſerable effects of the 


„2G 3£. 


fall), 
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fall), and he could have named more, 
if he had thought it needful. 


St on reduceth all the diſorders 


that are in the world, to “ the Juſt 
« of the fleſh, the luſt of the eyes, 
« and the pride of life.“ But the 
fleſh is often uſed to ſignify our 
whole corrupt nature, and the mo- 


tions of it in general, in oppoſition to ' 
| the Spirit of God, or whatever re- 


mains of it in us. Fleſh is oppoſed 
to ſpirit, as nature is oppoſed to grace. 


Theſe unhappy conſequences of the 
fall are the evils that have ſeized up- 


on the ſoul of man; and ſometimes 


they are called moral evils ; as other 


evils that have ſeized doch ſoul and 


body, are only called natural evils, and 
there is no fin in them. 


'The natural evils of the ſoul are 
darkneſs and confuſion of the under- 


ſtanding, and irregular paſſions of 


the heart : for paſſions are not vices, 
unleſs they are viciouſly directed. 
But at leaſt our paſſions and igno- 
rance give us a preat deal of trouble ; 

* x3 John 11. 16. 
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vexation to us, and create us much 
labour. By the natural evils of the 
ſoul, I underſtand no more than the 
defects preſently mentioned: nothing 
is fin but what proceeds from a per- 
verſe and deliberate will, commonly 
called a bad heart. 

The natural evils of the body are 
ſickneſs, } Pain, wearineſs, and whate- 
ver people uſe to complain of; for 


| they ſeldom complain of the Gras 


ties of their mind. 


Then we have the evil of things Þ 
the diſorders 
aud water, which 
make our habitation of earth often 
Without being at 
ſea, we are frighted in our houſes | 
lor 
feel 


without us to think of; 
of the air, fire, 


very comfortleſs. 


with ſtorms of wind, thunder and 
lightning; earthquakes (though ſel- 
dom felt in this iſland) are ſtill more 
dreadful ; every thing is in a violent 
ſtate, and oppoſite to man as a guilty 
Creature, 

'The curſe of the earth certainly 


implic es more than we imagine; and 
with 


C4 


the 


tun: 


cou 
wit 


* 


Ch. V. Man's Duties and Hopes. t7 


without ſome heinous offence, ſuch a 
puniſhment would not have been in- 


| flicted ; for God put man at firſt in- 
to a paradiſe of delights, and “ ſaw 
that every thing he had made was 
very good.” 


There is a mixture of good ſtill: 


but the preſent ſtate is nevertheleſs a 

ſtate of trouble and diſtreſs for the 
greateſt part; and the ſons of Adam 
are not to expect their paradiſe her 5 


G V. 


g Vexation and fufering the lot of all 


MEN, 


7 T His is a plain cafe, much, felt 


by every body, and often men- 


© tioned in holy writ. But we ſee, and 
feel, and forget. | 


6s All | is vanity and vexation of ſpi- 


* rit.“ This we are told by Solomon, 
the wiſeſt of men, and the moſt for- 


tanate as to every thing this world 


could afford. Let his hiſtory be read 
with attention. He ſeems to have 


3 


92 


been 
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been raiſed up by Providence to ſhew {ſuf 
all men that come after him the emp. the 
tineſs and diſquiet of the preſent mo 
world; for who can make ſo much the 
of it as he did ? and yet we ſee what Mme 
he ſays of it. | the 

But mens heads are turned. This evil 
world; rotten as it is, deludes us; Weſt 
and almoſt every body fancies he ſhall low 
do better than Solomon. oft 

The loweſt ranks are ſtill aiming totem 
be higher; ſtill climbing, and daſh-WF I 
ing themſelves to Pieces. "If ſome feu 
get into a better fortune than they. 
were born to, what trouble and ſor-| 


row have they with it? It would be 
much wiſer (as St Paul adviſes) *© to or 
« be content with food and raiment. Ming 
Moſt ſervants are eafier than their Hus 
maſters. I confeſs it is not only be ·¶ inw 
cauſe men think they wouldÞe eaſier MW we 
in a higher condition, that they ſfeckM* y 
to raile themſelves ; it is their pride“ h 
alſo which makes them climb and“ a 
thruſt forward. thin 
But as ſuffering is the lot of all hav 


men, the higheſt eee ſpeaking) 


ſuffer 


* 


ſuffer moſt: their ſtation expoſes 
them to envy, their pride grows till 


more impatient of contradiction, and 
they have great difficulty in keeping 


meaſures with people as proud as 
themſelves. 'Then, as to the natural 
evils of ſickneſs and death, the high- 


eſt ranks are no leſs expoſed than the 
loweſt; they are rather more, and 


often deſtroy themſelves by their in- 
temperance. 

Temptation, danger, and pain, are 
every where : men are very much a- 
like by nature; death makes them 


perfectly equal, 


We carry within us the principles 
or ſeeds of our vexation and ſuffer- 


ing: outward things could not affect 
us as they do, if it were not for that 
inward corruption. How long ſhall 
we continue in our dreams? «vc 
* ye ſons of men,” ſays David, 


„% how long will ye love vanity, 


* and ſeek after leaſing*?” The 


things of the world are but lies, and 
have no reality. We hear of © the 
® Pal. iv. a. 


« pleaſures 
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9 b of ſin for a ſeaſon *, 
which Maſes wiſely deſpiſed; for they 
are but lies, becauſe of their ſhort con- 
tinuance, and the ſorrows to which 
they expoſe us afterwards. | 

All are born to ſuffer. It is the «K) 
preſent eſtabliſhment of things, and) 
none can alter it. Great travel ii u 
created for every man, and anf!“ = 
% heavy yoke is upon the ſons of A- a 
« dam, from him that ſitteth on a 
throne of glory, unto him that isMout 
«humbled in earth and aſhes +,” Ndifſc 


We may be well perſuaded that Sol- Wife, 
men himſelf has been fick and weary, May 
His outward ſplendor was a figure offfgnatu 


the glorious ſtate which things 1hall 5 of l 
B 


one day be in: but as he was born * 
a wonian, he muſt have had troublc wou 
in his own perſon. He is likewiſe a 
remarkable inſtance of the danger of Mi 
proſperity and pleaſure, fince not. 
withſtanding all his wiſdom he fell in. 
to a ſtupid idolatry. . 

» Heb. xii'n 5. T Ecclus xl. r 


CHAP. 


Gu 
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*, ; 725 
wi ER” OO. 
lich | Of Death; | , 


theſÞ ONE grievous effect of the fall was 
death : for God only threatened 
el if upon man's diſobedience; It is 
„appointed for all men once to die, 
aud atter that the judgment.” This 
55 a ſentence we cannot think of with- 
out horror. Nature ſhrinks at its 
inolution. Every creature that hath 
Wife, endeavours to preſerve it. To 
Way nothing of future apprehenſions, 
nature hath implanted in us a:dread 
of loſing our preſent exiſtence. 
But with rational creatures there 
pould be leſs fear of death, if it were 
not for the judgment that comes after 
it. Men would fear death, and {hun 
. anger, as Other living creatures do; 
but if chey thought of what is to fol- 
low, they would be in great perplexity; 


and nothing could ſupport them but 
the conſideration of che goodneſs of 
P. God. 


But 


A N 3 
2 
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But alas! we think very little abou 
death. We are ſtupid and drunk 
with the low pleaſures of this world; 
and when we begin to think of 
i: that fatal period, we ſoon give i 
1 over, the proſpect is ſo dark and dit 
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7 It is not always becauſe we are ſor be 
ry to part with the joys of life, tha Le! 


the thoughts of death overwhelm us 
We find perſons whoſe life may be 
reckoned a burden to them, and ye 
they would gladly lengthen it if ther 
could; which is a ſtrong preſumption 
that they have ſome fear of entering 
into another ſtate, and undergoing 
the judgment of God. 
If that were not the caſe, if ther 
were not a ſecret impreſſion of a fu 
ture ſtate, ſimple death could not bt 
ſo terrible a proſpect to a reaſonabl 
creature; it would be but like a dee 
Aleep, and a real relief from many trou 
bles. No more oppreſſion, no mo 
calumny, no more toil, no more pain" © 
14 no more grief. There the wicked 
Wy |  « ceaſt 


Br nn 92 * — 


* 
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ou ceaſe: from troubling, and there 
the weary are at reſt “.“ 

But naturally ſome horror muſt be 
lt at the thoughts of our leaving 
1e body: for the ſoul knows not 
{hither it is going, and * it is a fear - 
ful thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God.” | 
haſt Let us not however be ſo afraid of 
us eath, as if we had no hope in God. 


7 d Jur Saviour hath “ overcome the 
yes ſharpneſs of death, and opened the 
hej kingdom of heaven to all belie- 


vers ;” that 1s, to all who truly be- 
ring eve his doctrine, and faithfully imi- 
e his example. Belief alone is not 
ifficient, for © the devils believe and 
tremble.” 
fa Let us think of death, as what it is, 
t Ad wit, a releaſe from a painful life, 
d the end of a tedious journey. At 
ce fame time, we mult look upon it 
$ the puniſhment of guilt in our firft 
arents, and a juſt condemnation of 
,ain{Wur own pride. It is very juſt that 


Jur high heads ſhould be laid low, 
Job ui. 23. 


3 
—— Da 
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care. 


of happineſs, or into a houſe which 


neither the thoughts of heaven nor 


Ep 
3 
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and that the worms ſhould feed on frie: 
our bodies, which many of us have ver) 
treated with ſo much expence and cha 
| Wer 
ver 
- 
put 


Let us, on the other hand, think 
of death, as an entrance into a ſtate 
our bleſſed Saviour hath prepared forfpur! 
thoſe that love him. This proſpedſunla 
would fill us with joy, when we con era 
ſider, that © our light affliction, which M 
— 228 but for a moment, worketh forfſ@'it10 
Hus a far more execeding and eter Rue 
« nal weight of glory.“ and 


But our compoſition is very {ſtrange ” 
8 40 


hell affect us; we live as if we wer m 
never to die; the preſent periſhing di 
things only touch us; we talk off H 
hopes and fears in the next world 22 
but our affections are only ſet upot Ing, 
this earth; any little good we do auc 
chiefly to be ſeen of men ;” and iff rork 
we abſtain from any evil, it is chief Pen 
for fear of their reproach. Yet thok good 
very men we are thus afraid of, muſt 15g 
i 2 


die like ourſelves ; ; and we ſe out 
Heng 
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on friends and acquaintance dropping e 
avel very day: but for all this we never 
and change our conduct; we live as if we 
Noere immortal, and our names ne- 
ink rer to be forgotten! 
tu How would the thoughts of death 
uch ut a ſtop to our extravagant and ſilly 
purſuits! how would it check our 
ſunlawful pleaſures, and make us mo- 
Jderate in thoſe that are lawful ! 
nich We are but like ſhadows or appa- 
for@itions upon this earth, and mult ſoon 
ter give place to others, perhaps as vain 
nd fooiith as ourſelves. Who is it 
chat reilects ſeriouſly on theſe things? 
Lord help us ſo to live, that we 
may not be too much afraid to 
die.“ 
How dr adi will it be at death to 
ook back upon a life ſpent in drink- 
bag, ſwearing, lewdneſs, covetouſneſs, 
aud | oppreſſion, or in any of the 
grorks of the fleſh! not only to think 
pon the evil we have done; but the 
good that we have omitted! If ſome 
articular perſons ſeem to die without 
ny appearance of remorſe or fear, 
-nds LE... ER 
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they feel. If there be no remorſe at 


ſcience. For, generally ſpeaking B 
_ conſcience does ſtir ; and it is very na- 
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M AN s firſt ſtate was a ſtate of in 


to find many things uneaſy to us, 
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we are not ſure but they feel more lute 
than they acknowledge, and that 
they may take pains to conceal whit 


all, it muſt either be from ſtupidity, 
or a hardneſs of heart, contracted by 
ſtifling the repeated checks of con. 


tural to fear. that fatal period, which 
not only ſeparates us from all that if 
dear to us in this world, but which is 
like caſting us from a precipice into aſWor 1 


CH.& Þ. WM 
The goodneſs and wiſdom of God in tit : 
preſent eſtabliſhment of things. | 


nocence ; the preſent is a ſtat 
of guilt. We need not wonder then 


{ince we are criminals, (being the po- 
ſterity of Adam), and ſent here for 
hort time of trial. We are not abſo 

| — lutely 


711, ch. VII. Man's Duties and Hopes. 27 


ore lutely condemned, but conditionally : 
hat that is, if we do wickedly, we ſhall 
hat die; and if we do righteouſly, we ſhall 
at live. St Paul confirms it: © It ye 
live after the fleſh, ye ſhall die ; but 
by if ye through the Spirit do mortify 
bu. the deeds of the body, ye ſhall 
ng, ee live 7 
na. Now ſince the heart of man is cor 
ich! er by fan, and his underſtanding 
o ee that his thoughts are ſet 
n the preſent world; it is happy 
for bs that he is not now in a para- 
; 1 and that this world muſt diſap- 
point and vex him; otherwiſe (as is 
obſerved already) he would have been 
more allured than he is. 
The earth was therefore deprived 
: of its primitive fruitfulneſs and beau- 
: ty, that man might ſet his heart leſs 
in- upon it; his body was made weak, 
chat he might feel the uneaſineſs of 


. 


henfoil ; and his labour muſt be attend - 
used with uncertainty, to leſſen his co- 
po: vetouſneſs, and to teach him to da- 
Ir P Et 

os Rom, viii. 13. 
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28 Thoughts concerning Ch. VII. 
pend upon God only for his neceſſa. 


ry ſubſiſtence. 


The earth was fitted to the ſtate of 


man's frail body, and his body fitted 


to the diſorders of his foul; all fitted 
well together. To have put a per: 
verſe miſchievous ſoul into a body 
that could not be wearied, wouldff 
have produced terrible effects. The 
neceſlities of refreſhment and reſt give 
ſome little peace to mankind, Nori 
our weakneſs a greater reſtraint upon: 
our miſchievouſneſs and tyranny, than 


upon our debauchery and intempe: 


Tance. : 
The wiſdom and goodneſs of God 


is exceeding remarkable in mixing 


and tempering all things ſo well 7 


Man's violence is reſtrained by hi 
weakneſs; his life has been ſhortened 


once and again; and it is very probabſ Hit i 


the earth is leſs pleaſant and fertil|M 
ſince the flood. | 

Bur ftill a thouſand delights and 
beauties remain. The light is feet; 


the fun is glorious ; and the moor. 


and ſtars have their particular beau- 
ties 


* 
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ties, Then there are the numberleis 
heauties of the field, the corn, the 
> of graſs, the trees, flowers, herbs, foun- 
tel cans, rivers, the ſea, every thing ſo 
ted agreeable and ſo uſeful, that we would 
Der. Nalmoſt think ourſelves in paradiſe ſtil}. 
och All our ſenſes, as well as our eyes, 
hare delightfully entertained ; the car 
with muſic, and ſo of all the reſt. 
And how many pleaſures are there of 
the underſtanding and the heart ! Ir 
Wis pleaſure to acquire knowledge, and 
more pleaſure to acquire friendſhip. 
But our eyes muſt ſoon be cloſed 
s to o all created objects, and ſickneſs 
Jod makes us loſe the reliſh of them in 
ing Ie mean time: nothing is durable 
el and fixed. But all this uncertainty is 
hal mo with reſpect to a higher end. 
ne We are made for a better world, and 
abe it is good for us to get ame that 
rug we muſt leave the preſent. ; 
Death itſelf is good, as ; being a 
{tate of reſt to thoſe © that die in the 
* Lord;” a ſtate at leaſt (as is gene+ 
rally believed) where temptation is at 
an end, It is ſometimes good with 
C 3 reſpec 
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30 Thoughts concerning Ch. VI Ch. 
reſpect to thoſe that ſurvive, for it riù win 
the earth of monſters: but this is the and 
- moſt melancholy conſideration of ali rift 
that ſuch monſters ſhould be. d 
Let us think of the goodneſs and and 
wiſtloin of God, in ordering the diff woi 
ferent periods or ſtages of life. Ho fall 
fit is it that man is born helpleſs, . doi 
create compaſhon and care! the di rits 
{ſtreſs of the mother raiſes pity, a are 
well as the condition of the crying in are 
fant, How proper is childhood tor hav 
taming and e the fierce and ver 
ignorant ſpirit! Youth has its diſc} the 
pline too. Riper years have their ſe ma; 
veral croſſes laid upon them; and the? 
poor old age is made up of wearine the 
and ſorrow, in order to make us lea- of! 
the world with the better will, ma. 
The changes of the ſeaſons are o wit 
benefit, and ſome pleaſure, We lov mig 
variety; and thoſe changes help to to « 
make us depend a little more on Pro mu 
vidence, and alfo to keep us in mind and 
that nothing is laſting here: the ext 


ſpring draws on the ſummer, the par 
ſummer: the harveſt, the harveſt the wel 


„ | winter 


* 


winter, and the winter the ſpring; 
and they are neceſſary as well as beafi- 
tiful in their time. 


Nor ſhould we forget the goodneſs 
and wiſdom of God in appointing 


work and labour for man fince the 


fall: it not only reſtrains him from 
doing miſchief, but refreſhes his ſpi- 
rits, when it is not exceſſive. None 


are fo dull and heavy as thoſe that 


are idle: we fee what difficulty they 
| have to paſs the time, and the filly di- 
| verſions they fall upon to keep up 


MM their ſoles; The lower ranks of 


| mankind are happy in that point, if 
[they knew it, We may plainly ſee 
the hand of God in the contrivance 


of labour; for he might eaſily have 


made the earth not only produce 


without any pains or toil, but he 


might alfo have made us eſs ſubje& 


to other neceſſities. This body gives 
much work to feed it, and clothe it, 
and keep it clean. But his wiſdom 


extends to every thing; the good of 


particular perſons is provided for, as 
well as the quiet of ſociety. 
5 a But 


Wo RTE 
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Thoughts concerning Ch. VII. 


But there are yet higher things to 
conſider. Man was made to love 


God. 


If there had been more per: 


fection in created things, he would 


have forgot his chief end entirely, 
Our own imperfections ſhould make 
us think ourſelves leſs lovely than 
commonly we. do, and conſequently 


beat down our pride: and the imper- 
fections of others ſeem deſigned to 


make us dote leis upon them, and to 
raiſe our love to the fountain of all 


beauty and perfection, 
cannot ſee it. 


though we 
Our friends cannot 


help us in the greateſt diſtreſs, but 


* God is mighty to fave.” 


Our 


friends even make us ſuffer by their 
detects, and we make- them ſuffer by 
ours. 
is reſerve and cloſeneſs, but we may 
lay ourſelves open to God, as hoping 
that he will help” us without raid. 


ing 


eel: Em 
2 ſay,. the defects of all created 
things are of uſe to make ns look up 
to the all -· perfect creator. 
caping bodies, which we pamper and 


Among the beſt friends there 


. Our de- 


adorn, 


worms. 
of a more durable and finer ſtate in 
another world. And we ſhould often 


* 
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C:Jorn,- are ſoon to be the food of 


But this may make us think 


caſt our eye to the great promiſes in 
the ſcriptures, both that we be not 


I cheated with the empty pleaſures here, 
nor caſt down when we think of the 
numberleſs pains and ſorrows that ne- 


ceſſarily fall to our lot. 
Infinite goodneſs draws good out 


of every thing. Our very paſſions 


and follies are ſometimes of uſe to 


make us ſomewhat more regular than 


| otherwiſe we would be; mutual fear 
makes us careful not to ſtir up one 
| another's anger, and to prevent bo- 
dily harm; 
and ill tongues is a conſiderable de- 
fence of our weak virtue. 
more frequently do ill, if we were not 
| afraid that ill would be ſaid of us. 1 


and the fear of cenſure 


We would 


grant this is not true virtue, nor Can 
any thing be acceptable to God when 
it is only done upon worldly motives, 
and ſelfiſh conſiderations: however, 


it is ſo far good for us not te be 
wholly 


Fon 
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wholly abandoned, or without ſhame, 
for we may chance to reflect after 
wards, and find out the beauty of vir. 
tue and religion, which we could ne. 
ver do in a profligate courſe af life. 


It is indeed very remarkable, that In 
diſappointments, trouble, fear, folly, {ore 
every thing, ſhould produce ſuch{idd 
happy effects! but it is moſt worthyſand 

of infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, tha de 
our own faults ſhould mend us, by ſp 
making us humble; and that fault n d 


and imperfections in general ſhould 
raiſe Qur hearts above this Preſen hi 
world. j 


God's eſs fo 2 crea tures at al þ H 
times. : 
ch 


ALL creatures feel the divine care 
and goodneſs; He opens his 

« hand, and they are filled with 

good *.“ That whole pſalm is extra- 

ordinary moving. 

* Pſal. civ. 29. 


Man: 


VIII. 


me; 
ter 
vir. 


ne. 


— 


that! 


u 
uch! 
thy; 
chat 

by 
ults 
uld 
ent! 


are 
his 
ith 
ra- 


in- 
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Mankind may be ſaid to be God's 
beculiar care: they are formed af. 
© ter his image;“ and © his delights 


are to be with the children of men. 


50 the ſcripture aſſures us. 

In the ſtate of innocence no 10 
Jore was denied; nothing was for- 
| idden but the 1 150 of one tree; 

and perhaps before it was forhids 

den, mankind began to be too a- 

* ſpiring.” We are likely to remain 


in darkneſs concerning thoſe hidden 


Yhings, and muſt ſtick to the plain 
? hiſtory, that © our firſt parents fell.“ 
Their fault was the leſs heinous, that 
bey were tempted by the devil, whoſe 
rrogance had made him fall before : 


he ſaid “ he would be like the Moſt 
all 5 


„ High *.“ This pride and folly of 


pur enemy. is inconceivable; but St 


2 tells us of angels © who kept not 


their firſt eſtate,” and their arro- 
pance muſt have thraft them down. 
It cannot be otherwiſe. (we may well 


think) in the nature of things. 


Certainly man has very little reaſon 
* Iſa. xav. 14. | 
to 
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our Saviour's atonement for us, if weg 


be intoxicated or drunk with plex: 
— ſure; and to raiſe us out of our le en, 
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Th. 


to be proud; and yet ſometimes heh Nine 
ſaid to be as proud as Lucifer / "NY 
But to humble this pride of man nig. 
it, pleaſed God to ſubject him to al vA. 


the miſeries of body and ſoul, which or 


we have hitherto mentioned, and canin 
never be enough ſenfible of. After 


ent 


were free of pride and other vices, 


(though pride is the moſt crimina i 3 
our recovery would come of courſe, Nhe. 

I ſhall not ſay there is any maxi 
that equals . himſelf with God; bub] 
ſtill it is arrogance if he does not gie ien. 
God the glory of any gifts he has re. Hon 
ceived from him; and it is great fo ie! 
to think he has received more than Ed; 
he hath, which is very often our caſe o. 

But the goodneſs of God follow von- 
us at all times: he gives us goot ; "Op 


things to enjoy, and mixes bitter 
things with them, that we may noi 


thargy, he ſometimes inflicts the {cM 
vereſt chaſtiſements. Tacul 


God hath morcover given to man: Ints 
kind 


* 
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kind, at ſeveral times, exprefs mani- 
Leſtations of his will, to the end they 
"an, night mend their lives, and eſcape his 
all „ath. Thus he warned the old 
nich vorld by Nah, and thus he declarcd 
Can himfelf to Abraham againſt Sedem and 
fter ent- Grub, and in like manner to 75- 
wel. 15 againis Nine -veh 3 with many . 
ces ¶znflances. 

But, which is more vemnrtcabls: 
when the light of nature was almott - 


ma-xcinonithed, and the moſt abomi- 
bu able things done by men, God was 
a leaſed to give e expreſs laws in writing 
reo a whole nation; by whoſe example 
oH ee re(t of the wor 14 might be referm- - 
hang Ed; eſpecinll when they conſidered 


4 Wow mach God had done, and what 
Mtn he had wreugtht for that 


000 ? People. Let us think of the plagues 
wmeabe Foypt, the paſſage through the 
noi ee, the jonrneying in the wilder: 
lerWeſs, the manna, or food from hea- 
le en, che water out of the rock, the 
: (ot ry into the promiſed land, and mi- 


Ticulous victories over the intab:- 
nan Wants ; let us confider theſe things, and 
kin : D par- 
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particularly the giving of the law with 
thunder and lightning, and the tha: 
king of the mount, and we ſhall find 
the greateſt manifeſtations of the di. 
vine power that we can imagine. 

Let us alſo conſider. all the chaſtiſe- 
ments of that people, upon their fre- 
quent falling into idolatry and wicked- 
neſs, their deliverances from their ene- 
mies, new crimes, and new ſlavery, ma- 
riy things foretold by the prophets, and 
the exact fulfilling of them; is not all 
this enough totonvince us of the great 
ſtupidity and perverſeneſs of human 
nature, and of God's infinite mercy 
and long-ſuffering ? 

But nothing comes up to our Sa- 
viour's taking our nature upon him, 
and doing and fuffering for us what 
he did. He came in the frulne/s of 
time, the time that was fixed for his 
coming, and marked by the ee 
Daniel X. 

The u of Moſes was not able to 
make. the obſervers of it perfect+;” 

5 the apottle tells the Hebrews very 


* Dan It. 24 "Heb: £-4 :* 
plainly: 


\ 
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plainly. It was good for the purpoſes 
| that God deſigned it, and no more 
ad was required but the faithful obſer- 
di- vance of it while it ſtood, And many 
| pious and wonderful men were found 
ſe- MW among the Jews before our Saviour 
re- came into the world; yea, before the 
d- law of Me/es holy perſons were found, 
je- as Abraham, and others deſcended of 
da- him; and holy men are found even 
nd before the flood, for inſtance Enoch, 
all who walked with God, and ND 
eat himſelf; which ſhews that in all pe- 
an riods of the world there have been 
cy WW righteous pexſons, and conſequently 
Freerp ede 
a- But as wickedneſs increaſed, new 
m, methods were fallen upon by the wilſ- 
ut W dom of God, who gave precept upon 
fprecept, And [poke at divers times and 
his in ſundry manners, But the completeſt 
net inſtruction of all was reſerved to the 
bleſſed Feſus. 
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WIL 

. bh 

Some precepts and truths. in the Chri in 
ae religian. at! 

7 8 

UR Saviour. hath taught us trutu #; 
Which we could not have known Lor 
without his light, and duties which Wide 
e cannot perform without his aſſiſt· Nhax 
ance; but he has promiſed his aſſiſt. Mus c 
ance to all who ſincerely aſk it. The dail 
firſt duty that may occur to us ie 
prayer, on account of our wanis and ſhe: 
our dangers. The heart may be ſaid the! 
to have a way of ſpeaking to God be / 


without words, with groans that can- 
not be uitered ;” but when words axe 
10 be uſed, what can be ſo fit as thok 
our Saviour himſelf condeſcended to 
1cach? The mind indeed muſt be in 
right diſpoſition, « otherwiſe all wor 0 
and deſires are in vain. Ye aik, ay 
have not,“ ſays the apoſtle , be · ¶Nforn 
cauſe ye aſk amiſs.” For which reaſon their 
mention the aſking ſincer <ly, thats, WW If 


James iv. 3. | ion 


wich 


X Ch. IX. Fan's Duties and Hopes. © Al 
with a deſign of pleaſing God, as well 
as for any benefit to ourſelves ; - Or Th- 
| ther, we ſhould ſeck to pleaſe God 
ri. in the firſt place: this we ſhould have 
ic heart, whea we ſay, © Thy King- 
dom come: Thy will be done,“ Cc. 
the That prayer commonly called the 
wn Lord's prayer, ought ro be well con- 
ich iidered ; it ſhews us our greatnefs, 1 in 
lit having God for qur father; it thews 
lit us our wants, when we pray for our 
Che daily bread; and our dangers, when 
ive pray to be delivered from evil: it 
and WW ſhews us the meaſure of forgiving Q- 
ſaid Withers, namely, as we would” with to 
0d WW be fergiven ourlclyes : it ſhews us (if 
an. l may peak ſo) how we onght to en- 
are ter into the intereſts of God, when 
Ive pray that his kingdom may come; 
Wand how perfectly our own will ought 


e in Wo be xeſigned, when we pray that his 
rd may be done. I ſhall leave all the 
aydWrords of that moſt divine and perfect 
be- Worm of prayer to be conſidered in 


their proper order. 
It we would give attention, we 
Thowld ſee in how ſmall compaſs our 


D 1 - chief 
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chief duties lie, with many truths of 
the greateſt conſequence, 

Praiſe and thankſgiving are als 
found in that ſame complete form of 


prayer, and they are duties we au be 
highly obliged to perform: Be than uti 
ful unto him, and ſpeak good of ti tha 
name, Praiſe is a-chearful thing; the ov: 
mind could have no entertainment {of the 


pleaſant: prayer is a relief to the mind 
in trouble; praiſe is a delight to it i 
proſperity. 


Public praiſe and prayer ſtir. up the the 
mind, and awaken it from its {lum-W for 
ber; Lou we are aſleep as to heaven del 
| things, and onr thoughts. are often fro 
e in the midſt of our devo ver 
tions; but {till public de votions are o to. 
great uſe, By 
Private praiſe and prayer may de par. 
der formed almoſt without interrup ty. 
tion, the lifting up of the heart bra 
be ſo frequent; and in thoſe. privatqy any 
ctevotions there is no fear of hy Darn Hu 
iy or oſtentation. U 
Meditation is another kind of pit 1 


rate devotion, in which the mind Wh: 
thinks 
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thinks of the power and wiſdom of 
God, or any of his attributes: it con- 
ſiders the works of creation and pro- 
vidence; and as theſe things cannot 
be conſidered without delight, medi- 
tation will naturally end in praiſe and 
thankſgiving ; ; and when we think on 
our own folly and corruption, toge- 
ther with the fad ſtate- of the earth, 
our meditation will naturally end in 
prayer,” It is impoſſible for thoſe who 
are taken up with the low purſuits of 
the world, and who never pray but 
for form's ſake, to comprehend what 
| delight others may have, who pray 
from another ſpirit ; nor what diſco- 
yeries it may pleaſe, God to make un- 
to them. 
| All the Chriſtian virtues are inſe- 
7 if parably linked together; but humili- 
up ty. 1s a principal one, and without it 
mi prayer would not be acceptable, nor 
rag any thing that we could perform. 
cri Humility "has been called * the altar 
on which God would have us offer 
pri © our ſacritices:” and this juſtly; for 
ain What can the worſhip of the proud 
nk as 
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ſignify, whoſe end in all their action (cleat 
is their own glory rather than God's char 


The good effects of humility, and 


| hw bad effects of pride, ape both ſeen 


in that excellent hymn of the Vi gin 
Mary, © He hath put down the 7 hc 
— froni their ſeat, and hat «© 
*« exalted the humble and meek, ” Gl C 
We are taught to pray, that 
God's kingdom may COME 3” not T 1 
only his glarious reign in the nex 
world, which will come in his appoint Ape 
ed time, but alſo that he may reign prin 
in the ſoul during the preſent life; Nano 
and this can only be in the ſoul thai The 
is humble; for God refiſteth the {Mot t 
pen... 35 not 
Nor can our prayers be of any uſe {Wot u 
to us, unleſs we deny ourſelves, and N 
follow the example of our bleſſed Sa: viou 
viour. If vr pretend to pray, with- gor 
out abſtaining from what our con- Doo 
ſcience tells us we ought to abſtain, we H 
do not “ lift up pure hands.” Is tolle 
Let us run ever in our minds 1 B 
other duties and truths of Chriſtia- men 


nity, * this will help to give us 4 Pente 


clearer 


. 


another, 


* 
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B, TS 


| of he manners of the preſent Chr as 


compared with the daflrine of Feſas 
Chri/t. 


f 
i 


T His compariſon is extreme melan- 
choly. We ſee in the Acts of the 


Apoſtles how great marks of love the 


primitive Chriſtians expreſſed to one 
and to the whole earth. 
They lived according to the doctrine 


of their bleſſed maſſerg and we can» 
not too often think hat doctrine 
ſof univerſal love, and ef all virtues: 


Nor ſhould we ever forget our Sa- 


viour's example, ſince example often 
goes farther than precept. 
poor, we are eager to be rich: this 1 is 


mough to ſhew how his cxample | is 
followed at preſent. | 

But we ought particularly to re- 
member his manner of life before he 


enteerd upon his miniſtry He lived 


thir ty 


Wcicarer view of that heavenly religion 
than generally. we have, 1 


He lived 
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thirty years in an obſcure and pom 
employment; he ſhewed himſelf on 
ly to the world © to obey the will o 
c him that ſent him; and to d 
good to mankind ; he ſtill continued 
in his poverty, having no where t 


lay his head; and ſubmitted to thi 


crueleſt affronts, and the fever 
death, 

Many Chriſtians at firſt imitate 
their great maſter; they did not ru 
into employments, they were content 
with food and raiment, and patienth 
endured hunger and thirſt, and th 
_ greateſt poverty, contempt, impriſon 
ment, ſcourging, and death itſelf, 
When their numbers increaſed, 
they were ſtill more perſecuted ; an 
it is almoſt (incredible what they en 
dured for the name of Chriſt, unde 
the 'perſecuting - Emperors, for tht 


ſpace of three hundred years. Shalf 


I aſk, how many would ſuffer martyr 
dom in this age? 

Nothing would be more uſe 
than to have our Saviour's word 


; wi in our mind, and to pl 
thi 


h. N 


{ha 
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pode queſtion to ourſelves, How do 
oe obſerve them? For inſtance : 
ill off Jeſus Chriſt ſays, Lay not up for 
o d yourſelves treaſures. upon earth, 
nue but lay up for yourſelves treaſured 
de u in heaven.“ Do not we lay up as 
the uch as we can, and ſtill covet more? 
rerefſÞWloſt of our Saviour's precepts and 
bunſels have a reaſon joined to: them, | 
that the treaſures of the earth are” 
ble to ſo many accidents, and the 
eavenly treaſures to none. The ſame 
blervation may be made of other of 


tated 
ruſſ 
ntent 
enth 


d this bleſſed inftrudtions, 

iſo Jeſus Chriſt ſays, © Judge not; what . 
f. e be not judged.” Do not we 
aſel age and condemn our neighbours, 


_ an(FWithout hearing what they have to 
y eu for themſelves? Is not the moſt 
unde our converſation taken up in cen- 
r tiring and blaming, and putting hard 
Shaßheſtructions upon every body's ac»; 
utyons ? And as we cenſure: others, {o 
Ney cenſure us. | 
Jetus Chriſt | ſays,“ Wholſvever br 
{hall ſay to his 3 Thou fool, i 
mall be in Banger: of - hell-fire,” — 
Arc ; 


* © a npogys Wa. — — 3 
. - 3 Ch mn nanny 


the ſame rate, we may go through il 


profeſſors of Chriſtianity at this time 
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at: : Thoughts concerning Ch. 


Are not our expreſſions very often 
full of inſolence and contempt? An 
they would be ſo more frequently, I Hon 
we were not afraid of worſe treatmem Nc. 
from others; for the danger of hel 
is little minded. 
Net only the fſermon on the mount 
ſhould de cd but the whok 
ſtrain of our Saviour's doctrine, with 
which we may erg our 'Own be 
haviour. 

Jeſus Chrift bids us be humble: 

re not we extravagantly proud 
He bids us take the loweſt place“ 
Are we not {till aiming at the high. 
eſt? He bids us be mezk :” Anf 
we not ſtubborn and pathonate ? At 


our Saviour's inſtructions, and the 
inſtructions of his apoſttes, and com 
pare them with the pra&ice of the 


It will perhaps be ſaid, that Chr: 
ſtians have been very corrupt ut al 
times. The thing is too true: even 


N both in doctrine and prac 
„ em 


* 


1, XI. Man's Duties and Hopes. 


h. X 
Often 
And 
y, i 


ment 


ice : pride gives riſe to contentions 
und hereſics. But after the perſecu- 
jons ceaſed, the corruptions grew 
xceſlive : when the church was in 
iches and ſplendor, a door was o- 
dened to competition and envy ; and 
Iuxury-increafed among all ranks. 

To preach up poverty, and live in 
omp, is very unſuitable. But ler 
he doctrine of Chriſt be followed, and 
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rice! 


hoſe who blame othcrs in different 
ſtations conlider in their conſciences, 
t they would not do the ſame things, 


And let it be conſidered in general, 


hiefly owing to the neglect of that 
rreat duty of ſelf-denial. 


„ dos Boi hs 
2 denial the mdr ch 77 moft of the 
b duties. 


» 


 Omewhat hath been ſaid upon this 
acad already. We mult deny onr- 
E ſelves 
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ot the manners of men; and let 


rere they in the fame circumſtances. 


nat the great decay of Chriſtianity is 


N 8 5 
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ſelves if we would be the diſciples of 
Jeſus Chriſt, This truth cannot be 
too often repeated. 

Faich is indeed ſuppoſed to go be- 
| hows all duties. We muſt have ſome 


faith even before we pray; and wef 


muſt pray that we may get more 
faith, | 

We muſt pray alſo that we may be 
aſſiſted in the great work of ſelf . de- 
nial. If we continue to indulge our 
ſelves in things wherein we know we 
ought to deny ourſelves, our prayers 
cannot be heard upon any account; 
for our conſcience gives us the lie. 

We muſt conſider with our own 


conſcience what things we ought tif 


deny ourſelves in; for no man. can 
hay down rules to his neighbour, 

Every body knows he thonld ab 
ſtain from groſs ſins, which is ont 
kind of felf-denial ; but there are e 
ven ſome groſs fins, which the force 
of cuſtom makes people forget that 
they are ſins, ſuch as drunkenneſi, 
u hich St Paul numbereth among the 


abominable works of the fleſh. 


ch. XI. Man's Duties and Hopes. 5 


But ſelf- denial in things that are 
ot ſo groſs is almoſt quite forgot. It 


es of 


I be 
) be« 


Ome 
1 we 
nore 


with themſelves in that point. The 
rude ignorant people curſe their neigh- 
Wbours to their face, and rail and ſcold 
in a ſhameful manner; and ſome 
who have had better education, fail 
prodigiouſly in the government of the 
ongue. | | 


y be 
f- de. 
Our. 
V We 
yer 
int; 


are to be reſtrained, but whatever 
gratifies our own vanity, or our 
neighbours, though we are not ſo 


OWN : eady tO. EIT upon this laſt fide : the 
t to Wnoſt of our diſcourſe drives at ſome. 
can reſpect for ourſelves; we ſeek to 
ſhew eur ſkill and our wit in every 
ab. thing; ſometimes we have a deſire to 
ont be thought religious, and at other 
2 times we are aſhamed to own religion; 
oree uſt as the fancy takes us, or as we 
chat chink it will raiſe our. character with 
neſh che preſent company. 
the Self- denial would ſuppreſs all theſe 
fooliſh and wicked motions, or at 
But E 2 leaſt. 


> 


is ſelf. denial to reſtrain a paſſionate 
word; but very few are at any pains 


But it is not angry words only that 
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leaſt weaken them : for we muſt re. 


member, that all ſins come from the 
Heart, or lie in the will; our mem. 


bers only execute our vile purpoſes; 


the hand that kills is not to blame, 
for the ſame hand may give alms ; u 
the ſame tongue that cur/es may ble 

If we could get the length of ſelt 
denial, the moſt of our work would 
He done, and God would do the reſt; 
ſomething we muſt do; our con 
{rience tells us ſo; © but it is God who 
#* worketh in us both to will and to do 
The ſun ſhines firſt, but we mult open 
our eyes to {ee the light: we mul 
own that the very power of opening 


our eyes is from God; but we dare 
not ſay that he refuſes us this power, 


Me muſt reſign ourſelves, or give 
up our will and all we have to God; 


and if we do this heartily, we hal 


ſoon be led to all the acts of ſelf-de 
nial that are fit for us. | 

We muſt acknowledge, to the ho- 
nour of religion, that ſelf-denial is 
only required upon our own account, 
Cod, * hath no pleaſure * 3 
| Cal 


actions, our words, 


Ch. Xl. Man's Daties and Hopes. $3 


death of a ſinner, hath none in any 
affliction or 


uneaſineſs. To deny 
ourſelves, is but to deny our corrupt 


nature, in its perverfe appetites and 


imaginations, It is true, we muſt de- 
ny it even in its allowable deſires, 
when the indulging them would inter- 
fere with our perfection. 

We are in a fallen corrupted ſtate, 
It is now neceſſary for us to deny our 
own wills, to ſtifle our irregular paſ- 
fions and appetites, as far as we are 
able. We muſt ſubdue our vanity, 
and our exceſſive deſire of eſteem. 

We are ſurrounded with temptar 
tions of all kinds; we mult therefore 
keep a continual watch over our 
and our very 
thoughts. All this is ſelf-denial ; for 
we are forward and prone to all evil 


and folly: we can hardly be in a 


place where drink is going, without 
being drunk; we can hardly open our 
mouth to ſpeak, without ſpeaking 
unfavourably of our neighbours, or 
too favourably of ourſelves; if not 
ſounding our own praiſes directly, at 

E 3 leaſt 
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leaſt falling npon contrivances to make 
Others praiſe us. 

It were endleſs to mention all our 
defects, and conſequently all the ad 
of ſelf-denial which we ſhould prac: 
tiſe upon every occaſion. We muſ 
examine ourſelves, and ſee what vices 
we are moſt inclined to, or * the 
* weights which ſo eaſily beſet us, 
as the apoſtle ſays, and pray to God 
that he may remove them. 

There 1s one -thing always to be 
kept in mind, that if we do not deny 
ourſelves, by checking the fiſt mo. 
tions of vice, they grow too ſtrong 
for vs to reſiſt, and one vicious at 
makes way for another, till at laſt 
there is a ſettled habit, and we are 
tied and bound with chains of our 
own making, Let us conſider wy 
carefully, from the melancholy in 
ſtances we may have felt in our ſelves 
and heard af in others. 

Here ſomewhat ought to be faid 
concerning the croſs, as being the 
Paricular badge of Chriſtianity, Our 
 +Baviour das us take up our 9 | 

q 
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for it is laid upon all men, and the 
taking it up implieth a CS: ſub- 
miſſion to it. 

The croſs muſt be 3 to us, or 
it would be no croſs; and God, who 
knoweth beſt what is neceflary for 
our cure, layeth ſuch croſſes upon us 
as his divine wiſdom ſees fit for that 
purpoſe. There are croſſes to bear 
erery hour of the day; whatever 
contradicts our humour is a croſs, 
whether the contradiction is areaſon» 
able or not. Different iempers muſt. 
croſs and mortify one another, which 
doth good on both ſides : even well- 
intentioned people may crucify one 
another, through their remains of 
imperfection; and their reflecting at- 
terwards upon their error is a new 
croſs to themſelves. | 

Bodily pain, and loſs of goods and 
reputation, are croſſes that God lays 
upon us, Perſons advanced in the 
ſpiritual life ſpeak of crofles laid on 
more immediately by his divine hand, 
which are {till harder to bear, as tend- 
ing to a more inward purification. 
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Of Equity kd Compaſſion, 


53 HE great duty of ſelf-denial, mens 


tioned in the former chapter, 


would make other duties follow of 
courſe, if it were faithfully practiſed, 
If the ill humours were out of the bo. 
dy, health would be reſtored imme- 
diately. 

Man was made upright, and ſome 


ſenſe 


of equity ſtill remains in him, 


as alſo ſome compaſſion and tender: 
neſs for others. 
Equity, or juſtice, i in the higheſt ſig 


nification, implies all the duties we 


Owe, 


even thoſe we owe to God. It 


is juſt that we ſhould praiſe and love 


him, 


and praiſe-worthy, 


becauſe he is infinitely lovely 
But we ſhall firſt 


conſider juſtice only as it relates to 


men. 


Our bleſſed Saviour gives us the 
meaſure or ſtandard of juſtice or e- 


quity: 


* Therefore all things what. 
“ ſoeves 


happy effects of injuſtice. 


* phets,” 
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# ſoever ye would that men ſhould do 
« to you, do ye even ſo to them,” He 
adds. For this is the law and the pro- 
It is all that is required in 


the law and the prophets, with regard 


to our neighbour. 


'The love of God 


is indeed the © fulfilling of the law ;” 
but if“ we do not love our neigh- 


„ bour whom we have ſeen, we can- 


« not love God, whom we have not 
„ ſeen.” So the apoſtle tells us. And 
it is remarkable, that the words of the 
ſcripture have a plainneſs and force in 
them, which men very often obſcure 


and weaken by their explications. 


The happy effects of juſtice may 
be imagined, by conſidering the un- 


The earth 


is covered with war and bloodſhed x 
groans and tears are the effects of in- 


juſtice, even in. private perſons. 
Juſtice implies compaiſhon. 
are naturally dear to ovrtelves. 


We 


If 


we were juſt, our neighbours would 


be dear to us in like manner; 
It is but a poor kind of juſtice that 


only abſtains from doing injury. We 


ought 
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we might feel ſome pity for him), if 


a LO 
— Len — 
. wy * 
1 — 


word, 2 contemptuous look, with 


ought to ſupport and relieye other 
as we ſee them in difficulties, fince we 


would wiſh to be ſupported and re. No 


lieved ourſelves: and it. would not 
deſerve the name of compaſſion, to 
paſs by a perſon in diſtreſs, (thougl Nnfai. 


we give him no manner of afſiſtance, I O 
The tender-hearted Samaritan is 2 Wrong 
noble character? : bat 


 Hard-heartedneſs will ſoon turn in. 
to oppreſſion, and oppreſſion into 
cruelty. How many little oppreſlions 
are people guilty of, which are very Meer } 
grieyous to the ſufferers ! A bitter 


many other inſtances of ill humour, 
and ſaucy behaviour; ſuch things dug 


happen among equals. ven 


But how many inſtances of ſeverity Nequ 
m the higher ranks againſt the low- as! 
er! the rich oppreſs the poor. I do Nice 
not mean thoſe who have not the ne- I 


ceſſaries of life, but thoſe who are Nieou 
ſome degrees poorer than themſelves. Nwor 


What vexatious law-fuits ! what im- of t 
en and fines . op- We x; 


Pre is 
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pre ſs the farmers, and the farmers 
ppreſs any that depend upon them. 
Nor are the loweſt ranks to be vin- 


abn. Servants are ſtubborn and 
nfaithful, and ſometimes as ſaucy as 
heir maſters. 


ace, W Oppreflion is too often found a- 
sa Wnong the neareſt a. eee “ Hul- 
f ' bands bitter againſt their wives,” &c. 
m. conteſs all theſe cannot be called 
81 ile oppreſſions; they are very ſe- 
ons rere, and diſcover the want of a ten- 
er) Wer heart. 

ter It can never be enough conſidered 
ich Wow Chriſtianity is fo eminent for 
ur, Wihat bleſſed virtue of compafiion, I 
153 Wought to have called it brotherly love, 


tf requires us to love our enemies, A- 
$5! how far are we. from that prac- 
do Wiice ! 

WH To return to Juſtice, equity, righ- 
e Wroutneſs, integrity, which are all 
5. words for the fame thing: The face 


n: of the world would be ſoon altered 


F Ef righteouſneſs wok place. But this 
happy 


licated; for they are troubleſome ve- 


tren love to mankind. Chriſtianiy 
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happy change we are hardly to expe {nitic 
here. Let us however do the beſt wWthe 
can for our own part, and “look for Wit in 
«© new heavens and a new. earth, Wiupr 
« wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs . der 
St Paul tells us, after our Saviour, Wihor 
that all the law is fulfilled in one gula 
« word, even in this, Thou ſhalt love To 
„% thy neighbour as thy ſelf 4.” And mea 
after he had mentioned the works of ſcrip 
the fleſh in the ſime chapter, he ſays, Mio t! 
« But the fruit of the Spirit is lobe, 
% joy, peace, long-tuffering, gentle.“ ge 
1 goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, “ be 
*« temperance; againſt ſuch there h; ti 
no law.“ 6 «1 


c H AF... Al 
Of Charity. 


T- His divine virtue often paſſeth on. 
ly for giving of alms, or any good 
that is done to men: bur what St {nar 
Paul underitands chictly by it is the ſo 
love of God. The word charity ſig- God 


„ Peter in. 13. + Gal. v. 14. 
i | | nifies 
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nifies ove ; and this divine virtue is 
the chief and mother of all virtues ; 
t implies the pureſt adoration of the 
ſupremecbeing, and the fulleſt ſurren- 
der of all the powers of our ſoul: in 
ſhort it may be called a principle re- 
gulating all our actions and motions. 


To be convinced of the apoſtle's 


meaning, we need but look at the de- 
ſcription and the marks he gives of it 
o the Corinthians. Though I ſpeak 
* with the tongues of men and an- 
« gels, and have not charity, I am 
« become as founding brats, or a 


« tinkling cymbal. And though I, 


« have all faith, ſo that I could re- 
move mountains, and have not cha- 
* rity, I am nothing *.” The love of 
our neighbour is certainly included in 
the apoſtle's deſcription ; for * cha- 
« rity is kind.” 

Let the whole chapter be read. 
The apoſtle proceeds to give the 
marks of charity, which cannot agree 
lo well to any thing as to the love of 
God, though there are things in the 
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1 Cor. x11. 
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3 of it that agree likewiſe w 
the love of our neighbour: but cha. 
rity is that which is perfect.“ And 
the apoſtle concludes, © And now a. 
« bideth faith, hope, charity, theſe 
« three; but the greateſt of theſe is 
charity.” 

Reaſon itſelf may teach us that the 
love of God is the greateſt of all du- 
ties, and that they mult all be com. 
prehended in it. In our imperfed 
love of any perſon, we do all we can 
to pleaſe and ſhew -our eſteem, and 
are ready to obey all the command; 
and to do the will of the beloved per 
ſon. How much more reaſonable is 
it to do the will of our bleſſed Maker, 
and * to love him with our whol: 
heart, ſtrength, and mind!“ He 
is the fountain of all goodneſs and 
beauty: we would love him for 
his own excellencies, if our hearts 
were in good order; and all we can 
do in the mean time is to give up our 
hearts emed to him, that he may 


the t 
the J. 
In is 
neſs, 
care 
for 
preſe 


—— 
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en our minds, that we may fee his 

divine perfections in the true light. 
We muſt pray for the aſſiſtance 

znd grace of God, that we may be 


enabled to do what we cannot do by 


nature, or of ourſelves. We muſt 
pray, that he would root out every 
thing in' us that hinders us from lo- 
ring him with all the powers and fa» 
culties of our ſoul, 

We have no notion of the deep 
corruption that hinders us from lo- 
ving God : We cannot ſerve two 
© maſters ;” we love the world, and 
the things in it, and theſe chiefly for 
he love we bear to ourſelves : ſo that 


Lit is this hateful love, or ſelfiſh- 


neſs, that makes us forget God, and 
care for nothing but what pleaſes us 
tor the preſent time, or ferves our 
preſent intereſt, or rather our hu- 


mour; for our friends become our 


enemies, how ſoon they croſs our in- 
clinations, even an they do it for 

our good. 
Thus are we blinded by fel It- -love, 
which is the idol we ſet up in the 
F.2 place 


64 Theughts concerning Ch. XIII 
place of God. The Heathens, who 


giou 


worſhip ſtocks and ſtones 1gnorantly, man 
are not ſo much to blame, as we who min. 
worſhip ourfelves, and would have min- 
every body fall down before us. their 
But it is only the power of Godſac 


that can break this idol to pieces, It own 
is not in our power to free ourſelves M 
of our arrogance and folly. Anyſ694 
good thing we do is ready to make uz in. 
value ourſelves upon it, and ſo wet {: 
grow more proud. If we do not lad 
give alms with a deſign that we may H ith 
be ſeen of men, at leaſt the reflection upon 
is apt to come in our heads that men alcen 
will praiſe us, and we have often tooW'cps 
much complacency in that refſection. {Wie o 


But often we perform our poor I. 
works with an expreſs intention thatcaio1 
men may praiſe us; and we endea-ſſ-od': 
vour to come off as cheap as we can: ll ou 

ove | 


Going to church is but a {mall mat: 
ter; and we can meet with an ac] n 
quaintance at the ſame time, or ſhevſÞ'e 11 
our beſt cloaths; and this we would#at « 
have paſs for devotion. nd Is 
I am far from diſparaging any reli Witisty 


* 
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gious obſervance; we have need of 


rho 
th, many things to ſtir up our dull 
ho minds: but I wiſh people would exa- 


ave mine themſelves upon the motives of 
their actions, and fee whether they 
"od Mare done for God's glory or their 


town 
ves What are we that we ſhould rob 


\ny God of his glory? Duft and aſbes and 
> uzfMlin. We may ſee the reaſonableneſs 


welWor ſelf-denial, though our Saviour 
not lad not recommended it: it is juſt 
naj with reſpect to God; and neceflary 
ion Mupon our own account; for we muſt 
nen FWalcend to the love of God by thoſe 
too 4. of prayer, ſelf-denial, and all 
»n, Wile other duties of religion, 
oor | muſt {ay again, that common 
bat reaſon is enough to ſhew us, that 
lea-Mood's glory ought to be the aim of 
ul our actions; and that we ought to 
Ove him aha. all things, ſince he is 
ne moſt perfect of all beings, and 
ie author of all that is good; and 
nt our heart muſt love ſomething, 
ind is only happy in loving what can 
eli ery it, which created things can 
ous EF 3 never 


hs 5 


— ** 111. 
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never do. All this, I ſay, reaſon 
may teach us imperfectly, but it i; con 
only the divine light that can teach u qui 
perfectly, and only the divine power 
that can draw us out of our corrup 
tion and /elfiſbneſs, which are but two 
words for the ſame thing. 


d K A Þ. e 
of true pom”. cond 


| MY are very ready to fall into 
| dangerous miſtakes concerning 
this n, not conſidering that con- 
verſion is the turning from the love 
of pleaſure to the love of God, from 
the fleſh to the ſpirit, from unrigh- 
tcouſneſs to righteouſneſs, or from. 
ny ſtate which makes us difagreeable 
to God, to the contrary, which 
makes us acceptable to him. 

It is indeed a comfort to think . 
are in ſuch a church, or ſociety, 
where we can have the beſt helps to 
religion, and where the doctrine of 
2225 Chriſt is taught in the greatek 


pur Ity, 


Willi 
the 1 
| devil 


\ 


. 
9 
0 5 
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ſon purity. But this is not all; we muſt 
t 5s confider ſeriouſly what the goſpel re- 
ru quires of us; we muſt “ ſtrive to 
wer © enter in at the ſtrait gate,” and to 
1% walk as our Redeemer hath directed 
wolf us, and walked before us, 

We flatter ourſelves, if we think 
to be ſaved without following our 
Saviour's example. He ſays himſelf, 
Except ye be converted, and be- 
come as little children, ye cannot 

enter into the kingdom of hea- 
ntl ven *.“ Let us put our converſion 
ing and our reformation to that touch- 
on- ſtone. Let us examine our con- 
ove ſciences, and fee how our behaviour 
rom zgrees with that of our bleſſed maſter, 
gh: What can poſſeſs us to think we 
ma. are reformed and converted, when we 
able} are ſtill living in wickedneſs? God 
nich is too good to impoſe upon us; it 
were blaſphemy to think it; if the 
devil deceiveth us, it ſeems we are 
willing to be deceived ; and ſo upon 
the matter we deceive ourſelves. The 
devil may tempt us, but he cannot 
* Matth, xviii. 3. 
, force 
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force our will; nor can he ſo delude 


given our adverſary ſuch abſfolute 


times to blame the merciful and juſt 


the going from one town to another. 


„near to him with their mouth, 


-— Toa 785 
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our underitanding, as to make us 
take vice for virtue. God hath not 


power over any of our faculties. 

But we are at no pains to reſiſt the 
devil, nor our own corrupt inclina- 
tions; and our pride makes us throy 
the blame of our miſdeeds any where 
but upon ourſelves : we blame the de. 
vil when we-thould not; yea, we are 
ſo void of ſhame and piety, as fome- 


God. 

Leet us not deceive ourſelves, by 
thinking we are converted when we 
are not. To be converted, we mult 
% be renewed in the ſpirit of our 
% mind*,” as the apoſtle tells us. The 
going from one party to another, 1s no 
more converſion nor reformation, than 


Converſion is the drawing near to 
God with the heart. He complain- 
ed of the Jews, that “ they drew 


* Eph. iv. 


3 
8 
We 


« and honoured him with their lips, 
„ when their heart was far from 
him *.“ See alſo the firſt chapter 
of that prophet, wherein their ſacri- 


ces are called vain oblations, and all 


their outward obſervances are deſpi- 
ſed, though they were of God's ex- 
preſs appointment, and not of man's: 
dut the heart having no ſhare in thoſe 
things, they became an abomination. 
What deluſion is it to call ourſelves 
the elect, the godly, the reformed, the re- 
generate, the true church, or any title 
that men take to themſelves, without 
having the ſpirit of Jeſus Chriſt? It is 
uneaſy to mention ſuch plain truths, 
md ſometimes they are very unwek 
come; but the deluſion is exceſſive. 
It, on the other hand, people aſſume 
ſuch titles, only to get dominion over 
others, no words can expreſs ſuch 
mpudence and profanation. 


True converſion (I muſt ſay it once 


more) is from the natural man to 
the /piritual, from the life of Adam 
to the life of Chri/t, from the love of 

| IIA. Trix. 23. | 
our- 


n n 
e 
N 


Ch. XIV. Man's Duties and Hopes. 6 


ey Ys £538. not 

a 1 CE . dt Ia 1 

= a oP pM 3 1 
1 1 5 9 r 

—— Is; PMI; LE „ 


Fg 


, : J 
. R [ 
Fe . . 4 4 0 2 —_— P wy — — = 1 — g 
* xr i Sil bx" Ao J D . N : WE ot” 
oa * Sa r a. 4s 1 . 2%", 8 
pon Mine = . ie 2 * * N N | 
uns . * 8 8 — —— 
If WS. a : 8 
— . q 3 A "IB E 
. = 3 ** 8 | 
a * 4 1 oY dm; = 


LO En dE ' <7} * N — \ 
n gn Nn n 2 


70 Thoughts concerning Ch. XIV. 


5 A y 
— . _ , * 
* —* . 7 * 
ws „ PR X 
b 


Nate wherein „we live no more, 


ceive what we muſt undergo before 


of our heavenly Father. This may 


Ch. 
ourſelves to the love of God, from . , 
fin to righteouſneſs; in a word, from - | 
ſuch ſtates as the ſeripture condemn- on 
eth. to ſuch ſtates as it approveth: * 
or as it cannot be ſaid, that a dif. Wc, 
eaſed body recovers health only by nay 
changing its cloaths, ſo neither is che 4 | 


health of the ſoul reſtored by the 
mere change of forms and profeſſions. 

I beg leave to make a diſtinction be. 
twixt true converſion and perfect 
converſion. Perfect converſion is that 


I 1; 
from 
alem, 
but tl 
fled 1 
world 
pleaſi 
Waat 


we arrive at this bleſſed ſtate. . 


True converſion may be ſaid to Nite 
happen, when our hearts are touch- 
ed with a ſincere deſire of forſaking 
our own will, in order to do the will 


{as St Paul expreſſeth it) © but Chrif 
& Ijveth in us:“ and we cannot con- 


may 
and p 
8 we 
and g 
can; 


he h 


be called real, or true converſion; 
for the bare change from one out- 
ward form to another is but a falſe or 
ſham converſion. 


But true converſion may be attend: 
ed 
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ed with many imperfections. A man 
may have a right view of the end of 
his journey, or the place where he 
ſhould arrive at, as alſo of the place 


from whence he ſhould depart; he 


may have a hearty deſire to leave the 
one, and to reach the other : 

I ſay, we may begin our journey 
from this world to the heavenly Zeru- 
blem, with a very ſincere intention; 
ut then we may be very often intan- 
fed with the things of this miſerable 
world, the vain fruitleſs deſire of 
peating men, and the filly fear of 
what they may ſay, We may be like- 
viſe hindered by our own violent 
pions, which may ſtop our journey 


like ſtorms of wind or rain. We 


may be beat down to the ground, 
and plunged in the mire of vices ; but 
as we fall, ſo we may get up again, 
and go on our journey the beſt we 
an; for we are never to deſpair of 


he kelp of God. ; 
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J the right Uſe of Time, Wor 
men 


E are here but a few days, til Hr 

we muſt appear before the judg-MThe 
ment ſeat of God, to give a ſtrict ac-MWynor 
count of all we have done in the bo- heit 
brov 


a moment our own ; we may die wih A 
the very word in our mouth. Hoffa 
great need therefore have we to em-Wrerk 
ploy our ſhort and uncertain time to hang 
good purpoſe ! It is a kind of ſtockMyrre 
put in our hands to purchaſe eternalWthink 
happineſs; and if we ſquander it a- ſnce 
way, we loſe that happineſs, and fallon a 
into unſpeakable milery. rous 


Sleep, and other neceſſities of our their 


frail bodies, muſt take away a greatWunwo 


part of our time from us: but forFthem 
this we are not accountable, if we dofnnd d 
not waſte too much of it in relieving heir 


thoſe neceſſities, or rather indulgingMncigh 


our pleaſures. ling | 
We mult alſo labour in our ſeveral I {1 
empioy: 


til 
dg. 
t ac · 
bo- 
call 
with 
Tow 
em- 
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employments, by which much time is 
cut off from the ſervice of God; but 
t cannot be called loft time, Hewes 
work and labour is of his appoint- 
ment. And what a happineſs this is 
for mankind, every body knows: 
They who have little to do, are often 
more unhappy than thoſe who gain 
their living by the ſweat of their 
brow. 

As it is ee that makes dal 
fall upon fooliſh amuſements and di- 
rerfions, to paſs away the time which 
hangs ſo heavy upon their hands, it 


Imre very reaſonable for them to 


think how they might paſs ir better ; 
ince if they ever reflect. eſpec! ally 
on a dying bed, it will be very grie- 
tous to them. that they have ſpent 
their precious time ſo fooliſhly and 
mworthily, How will it torture 
them to look back upon their gaming 
and drinking, their obſcene diſcourſe, 
heir common way of cenſuring their 


neighbours, in a word, all their tri- 
ling and ſinful practices! 


I ſhall not condemn' every thing 
G that 
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that is called diverſion ; a game at 
cards is better than drinking, or 
ſpeaking ill without drinking. A 
man's own conſcience and good ad. 
vice mult direct him for the beſt, or 
the leaſt evil, in ſuch caſes; for it i 
to be acknowledged, that both body 
and mind have need of ſome relaxa- 
tion, 
The great body of mankind muſ 
work hard for their bread ; it were 
good if they could mix. ſome good 
thoughts with their labour ; which 
they might do if they were wiſe, and 
it would very much {weeten their toil 
They might meditate in the field up. 
on God's goodneſs; pious reflection; 
might riſe when they plough and 
ſow; and in their houſes they might 
have many occaſions of lifting up 
their hearts to God in ſhort prayer 
and praifes, without any body's know: 
ing what pafled in their minds. 
Such ſecret devotions, or whateve 
they may be called, might be per- 


formed by all ranks : but they mu 
pats * wn otherwiſc 
pride 
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e at price might mingle with them, and 
or he company would look upon it as 
AH areaming, or perhaps madness. 

ad- But we are not only to endeavour 


„ oro ſpend our time well for our own. 
it i improvement in devotion; we muſt 


ody le wife endeavour to ſpend it for our 
axa-Mncighbour's good; and ſo we muſt 

ſeek all occaſions of relieving the 
muſt} poor and diſtreſſed that properly fall 


wereWio our ſhare, for prudence muſt ſtill 


00d co along; at leaſt we muſt omit no 
hickY occafion that offereth to us of doing 
and good any manner of way, either by 
toil i money, or any other aſſiſtance. 

We mult neither forget our neigh- 
dours nor ourſelves, We muſt not 
turn “ keepers of others vineyards, 
and neglect our own.” The con- 
ſtant intention of pleaſing God would 
lead us right in every thing. 

That happy intention is the walking 
before Cod. If we confider ourſelves 
as ſtill in his preſence, (which un- 
doubtedly we are), we ſhall employ 
our whole time in doing what we 

G 2 ought ; 
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ought; though ſtill we muſt lock up. 
on ourſelves as unprofitable ſervants, 

One very happy way of paſting time 

is in good converſation; nor can any 


An 


thing be more agreeable. But here ! 8 
ſuppoſe there is familiarity, elſe the . 
diſcourſe muſt only be upon common W 
things: every one is on his guard, 
and afraid to talk of religion, leſt it han 
mould be thought cant; which in- 
deed is vergapuch to be ſhunned. {ſta 
But when true friends meet toge- Cn 
ther, who have a relith for pious con- Gy t] 
verſation, they may be very uſeful to t 
one another; and they ought to lay pleat 
aſide reſerve. | 90 
Religious aſſemblies, public and en 
private prayers, good meditations Pair 
wen alone or in company, (for the bell 
mind is ſtill going upon ſomewhat), UCL 
all theſe things are very good for em- rutl 
ploying the time. ery 
Reading books of inſtruction is pea] 
what every body knows to be uſeful, I. Fe 
and no books ſo ulcful as the hoh d. 
ſeriptures. 8 0 


CH'AP, 


Ipleaſant, if we had any taſte ? 


„ Fools hate 
* darkneſs better than light, becauſe 


c H A P. XVI. 


n Exhortation to the Study of the 
Ser iptiurès. 


Hat pity is it that ſuch a preſent 
from heaven ſhould be io 
ſhamefully neglected ! The ſcriptures 
are the word of God, and the mani- 
{ſtation of his will to the children of 
men: How carefully ought we to ſtu- 
dy them, both from our intereſt and 
our duty! What ſtudy could be fo 
The 
writings of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment excel all other writings, in the 
painneſs and nobleneſs of the ſtyle, 
beſide the greatneſs of the truths they 
diſcover. How important are theſe 


truths, on which our happineſs or mi- 


ſery depend for ever! Yet God 
peaketh, and men will not hear! 
inſtruction. We love 


* our deeds are evil.” | 
A little was ſaid before concerning 
e . 
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che truths which holy writ teacheth Is m 
1 us. It ſhews us what man was once; Wand 
1 what we are now, through the fault Nern 
of dur firſt parents; and what we Icom 
may be through the merits of Jeſus “ fi 
= Chriſt, if our own fault is not a hin- T. 
1 derance. ſtor 
. The people of Berea are commend: Nbegir 
with ed in the Acts of the Apoſtles, for Nvorl 
_ their diligence in ſearching the ſcrip- Ncrea. 
1118 tures : and they had only the books of za, 
1 the Old Teſtament in their hands, Nvore 
1 Much more ought the ſcriptures to that 
be ſtudied now, fince the books of Ecapti 
_ thc New Teſtament are added. 
1 Both Teſtaments may be compared 
AY together. Our Saviour's coming in- 
118 to the world, and all his miracles and 
| 4 ſufferings, are propheſied in the Old 
f = Teſtament ; and he appealeth. to it in 
_ bis arguing with the Jews, ſome of 


whom believed in him, and others re- 
jected him, becauſe they expected a 
deliverer who ſhould make them 
great in this world. Temporal great- 
neſs is a bewitching thing. their 


The ſtate of the Zews at this time tion 
is 
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is melancholy : it was foretold alſo; 
ce; Wand there are many prophecies con- 
wlt Mcerning their converſion. It will ſtill 
we come: A thouſand years in God's 
ſus “ fight are but as one day.” 
in. The Old Teſtament contains the hi- 
ſtory of that remarkable nation. It 
nd- begins indeed with the hiſtory of the 
for Nrorld. What ſtrange events! The 
rip- creation, the fall, the flood, the Red 
s of Mea, the /aw, the promiſed land; in a 
ids, Mord, all the extraordinary affairs of 
; to that people, from Abraham to the 
of Mcaptivity, and ſome things which be- 
el them from that time to the birth 
red Hof our Saviour, including two and 
in- Norty generations, as St Matthew in- 
ind Miormeth us. | 
d The New Teſtament contains our 
t in Woaviour's life, his doctrine and mi- 
of racles, his ſufferings and death, his 
re- refurre&tion and aſcenſion ; the be- 
1 a einnings of the Chriſtian charts the 
em Mlabours and miracles of the apoſtles, 
at - I their inſtruction to the faithful in 
their epiſtles; and, laſtly, the revela- 
me ton of St 7%n; for the true explica- 
6 tion 
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ſons, the one by Sarah, and the other 
by the bond-woman,, addeth, Which ly) 


„ things are an allegory.” 


for unde ritanding ſeveral paſſages of 


— — * 
— — — ” 


ch. 


tion bf which men muſt wait till Gods 


holy 
appointed time, Pg 
It muſt be remembered, that in "i 


the books of both Teſtaments there N 


are more meanings than the literal. _ 
St Paul ſpeaking of Abraham's two ol 


PIO: 


teſt e« 
of pe 
col 
lite a 
er; 
theſe 
the 1 
ing v 
nta 


Some of thole figures are appli- 
cable to the next world, which is call. 
ed the New Geruſalem : : others of 
them are applicable to the ſpiritual 
ſtate of the ſoul ; as outward circum- 
cifion is a figure of the circumcition 
of the heart; the Canaanites, a figure 
of our unlawful defires and paſſions; 
with a thouſand things beſides, which 
have a relation to moral actions, and 
the inward lite, though the outward 
literal meaning is never to be laid a. 
fide, unleſs the expreſſions are only 
figurative, as when God is ſaid to 
have hands and feet, anger, derifton, 
Gc. Let this be conſidered, and per: 
haps it will not be found a bad key 


holy 


ch. XVI. Man's Duties and Hopes. or 


holy writ, which would be of great 
vle for the true reformation of our 
Ives. 

When. one 5 all the beau- 
ies and advantages of theſe ſacred 
books, the hiſtorical part, the reli- 
gious Ordinances, (even under the 
aw), the pure doctrine, the well-at- 
teſted miracles, the fine compoſitions 
of poetry, the prophecies, and their 
ccompliſliment, and above all, the 
a and offices of qQur bleſſed Redeem- 


; I fay, when one conſiders all 


hel things, he muſt be aſtoniſbed at 
the impicty of deſpiſing and ridicu- 
ling what is ſo divine 1a itſelf, and ad- 
natageous to mortals! 

But ſuch ſtrange ſpirits there are; 
Wough. perhaps they. are led by a ſpi- 
it more cunning than their own, 
whoſe intereſt they are carrying on 
mihout any exprefs covenant with 


lim, — 


Whatever may be of that, it is a- 
nong the higher ranks that e im- 
hiety is moſt heard of: the great bo- 


ly of the 1 have a reſpect for 
the 
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the word of God; they have leſs I Bibl. 
pride, and founder judgment, than Wextr: 
the © ſcoffers, who walk after their Hmoſ 


© own luſts,” as the apoſtle expreſſ. For 


eth-ir; - — colle 

At the ſame time it muſt be own. Wer 
ed, that the great body of the people time 
are very ignorant of the delign andMFihev 
meaning of the ſcriptures in many A 
caſes. It is pity to fee how they fal m 
to work with the Bible: they take it gc 
up at random, and ſometimes read im 


paſſage of the Levitical law with the“ O 


fame grave tone as if it were a part of“ V 
Chriſt's ſermon on the mount. PI 

In this point the judgment of the T 
people is not to be made ſpeeches on; 
but it proceeds much from inadver: 
tency: and fince their intention 5 
good, any little endeavours for their 
better information ought clear fully to 
be given, expecting from the Holy 
Spirit alone the fruit of any endes 
vours, and true light only from that 


* 
Spirit both to others and ourſelves. pr e 
I have often thought ir would noi from 


be an ill method ſor - thoſe who harq hey 
Bibles | 


* 


ch. XVI. Man's Duties and Hopes, 8 3 


Bibles, : and can write, to make ſome 


extracts out of them concerning the 


moſt remarkable vices and virtues. 
For example, to take pride, and ſo 
collect ſome texts concerning the dan- 
ger and abomination of it. Some- 
times the ſame verſe will contain both 
the vice, and the virtue oppoſite ta it ®, 
As to pride: When pride co- 
® meth, then cometh ſhame.” * Pride 
goeth before deſtruction.” ©« A 


man's pride ſhall bring him low.“ 


Only by pride cometh contention.” 
Wo to the crown of pride.” A 
proud heart will not I ſuffer.” 
„Though the Lord be high, yet 
hath he reſpect to the lowly, but 
the proud he knoweth afar off.” 
For God reſiſteth the proud, and 


* giveth grace to the humble,” St 


Peter had ſaid immediately before, 
Be ye all ſubject one to another, 
and clothed with humility,” 


There is ſomewhat of this kind done by 


Dr Gaſtrel; but it need not hinder people 


from making extracts for themſelves, provided 
they can-make them with diſcretion, 
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The like extracts might be made 
upon other ſubjects; againſt lying 
and deceit, againſt gluttony and 
e ee againſt ſloth, againſt 
anger, againſt hypocriſy, againſt op. 
preon, againſt evil-ſpeaking of all 
kinds; in ſhort, againſt every thing 
that is offenſive to religion and good 
manners. 

And as the Canaanites were driven 
out of the Holy Land before the chil. 
dren of //rael got poſſeſſion of it, ſo 
vices are rooted out of the ſoul before 
the planting of virtues, And the like 
extracts might be made as to theſe : 

On righteouſneſs, on temperance, 
on mercifulneſs, on the fear and love 
of God ; which laſt is all in all. 

Extracts might alſo be made con- 
cerning the miſeries of the preſent 
life, and the hopes of a better : on 
death and judgment; or any ſubjet 
which the well-diſpoſed Chriſtian had 

a mind. to conſider with a particular 


attention. 
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an 2 ce. ity of Diſcretion, Watchf 14 
op. ne, and Prayer. | 

F all 


ig T HE conclufori of a former chap- 

ter ſuggeſted a reflection, that in 
ractiſing certain virtues, and ſhun- 
ning certain vices, we run ſome ha- 
ard of falling into extremes : for the * b- 
 pfſommon faying is here very true, | Wo 


That virtue lieth in the middle. 
Ik There are ſome vices ſo abſolutely 
„ Kicked and. baſe, that we cannot keep 
ace, it too great a diſtance from them; 
love ich as pride, envy, malice, and ma- 
y more. There are ſome virtues ſo 
neceſſary and charming, that we can 
never have too much of them; ſuch 
s ſincerity, humility, and the like: 
There are lefler virtues, ſuch as li- 
terality, that muſt be practiſed with 
liſcretion: for if a man ſhould give 
bo much to one that happened to 
ak firſt, he might put himſelf out of [3 
a capacity of aſſiſting another perſon FIR 
"or { 3 
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of more. worth and neceſſity, that 


might come afterwards. Indeed our * 
bleſſed Saviour bids us in general. 
GEGive to him that aſketh; and from 5 


«© him that would borrow, not to 
turn away.“ His divine wiſdom © a 
did not ſee it neceſſary to make any Fo 
reſtrictions, ſince nature is too ready 3h 
to ſeek excuſes and diſpenſations from oi 


its duty. * 
But we are not fo ready to err up. It 
on the giving /ide; only we are to "Of 


guard againſt too much eaſinels of 
temper, which would make us a prey 
to every importunate, or every unjuſt 
perſon. | 

Diſcretion muſt go along with our 
actions; the prudence of the ſerpent 
muſt be joined with the ſimplicity of 
the dove: our Lord himſelf recom: 
mends it, and often bids'us © beware 
"+; of men. Fg 
Nor is it leſs neceſſary we - ſhould 
| beware of ourſelves, ſince we are our: 
own greateſt enemies; for which rea- 
ion, the duty of ſelf. examination 


often recommended : but * we 
must 


that 
00 
but 
folly 
D 


turn 
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muſt take care not to go to an exceſs 


in making too many reflections upon 
our own conduct; which would make 
us fall into fooliſh ſcruples, and put 
a ſtop to all good actions; it might 
even turn our heads, and make us 
diſtruſt the mercy of God. I grant 
the ſcrupulous ſtate is not jo ordinary 
as careleſſneſs and impiety : but all ex- 
remes are to be ſhunned. 

It is certain that vices can never 
turn virtues; but there are virtues 
that may turn vices, by puſhing them 
too far. Chearfulneſs is a virtue; 
but when it paſſes certain bounds, it is 
tolly and inſolence. 

Diligence is a virtue; but it may 
turn to hurry, precipitation, and an- 
wiy Of mind. Reproof is a virtue; 
but it may turn to chiding and ſcold- 
ing. 

Thus many 2500 things may dege- 
berate: frugality may become ſors 
dd; decent living, fantaſtical, We 


may be too coarſe, or too fine, in our 


ipparel ; too naſty, or too nice: in 
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our behaviour, too formal, or tog 
rough. 

We muſt ſtill guard againſt doing 
too little or too much. Salomon ſpeaks 
of an exceſs in righteouſneſs itſelf 
We muſt not expect too much from 
imperlect creatures: and there are 
jeveral things which diſcretion muſt 
make us wink at. It is very true, 


our Saviour bids us“ fulfil all rich- 
r teouſneſs:“ but moderation, and 


bearing with one another, is a part 
righteouſneſs ; ſo that Solomon ſeems 


only to have cautioned againſt too ii. 


gid exactneſs. 


But who is ſufficient for theſe 


things? We are ſurrounded with 
dangers upon all ſides: if we cſcape 
recks, we are ready to fall into gie 


 fands, We have bad example with. 


out us; and within we have our own 
paſſions, and pride, that ſtill aims rn 
be admired in every thing we do et 
omit. 
We muſt therefore be conſtant 


Won 1255 watch, according to ou 
| Saviour 


Ch. XVII. Man's Duties and Hopes. 8 


Gaviour's direction; for we are pla- 
ced between fire and water. 

oing 
eaks 
tſelf, 
rom 
are 
muſt 
true, 
rich- 
and 
rt 
ems 
O 11: 


moſt endeavours in every ching; but 
it the ſame time we muſt. remember, 
with David, that * except the Lord 
« keep the city, the watchman wa- 
© keth but in vain,” Without his 
aſiſtance and grace, our prudence is 
but Jolly, and our beſt actions in. 
This ſhews clearly the neceſſity of 
payer. We can never reflect enough 
on our paſſions, our frailty, and our 
inconſtancy: we have the paſſion 
Ind folly. o the day to ſtruggle with; 
ve are not the ſame perſons in the» 
brenoon and afternoon; we com- 
lain of being engaged with madmen, 
and forget that we are mad ourſelves. 
How many things have we to pray 
lor! how many. things to pray a- 
gainſt! The choice ought certainly 
o be referred to the © fountain of all 
viſdom, thatknoweth our neceſſities 
before. we atk, and our ignorance in 
aſking.” This ſome of the wiſer 
athens were ſenſible of. | | 
H. 3 Some- 


heſe 
with 
cape 
2130þ 
with 
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We muſt watch, and uſe our ut- 
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Somewhat was ſaid on prayer be. 
fore; and on the moſt excellent form 
appointed our Saviour. Thy 
will be done,” is the moſt * 
of all petitions. I do not ſay that the 
heart may not pour ſelf out accor- 
ding as it finds itſelf moved : but we 
always pray beſt when we come diſ. 
poſed to do the will of God in every 
thing. | 

Nor do I fay, that we emuſt be al- 
ways on our knees when we pray: 
the offering up the heart, in whatever 
| Pn, is true prayer: and though 
our attention muſt frequently be 


* off from God, becauſe of the 


things we are neceſſarily employed in; 


and ſettled ſtate, as that the common 
actions of life may be ſaid to be done 
but by accident; or even any actions 
proceeding from ſuch a frame of 
heart, may be ſaid to be done to 
« the glory of God,” as St Paul ex- 


prefleth it, 


This is the moſt material 1 of 


God; this is to honour him perpe- 
tually. 


et our heart may be in ſuch a fixed 


Ch. XVII. Man's Duties and Hopes, gÞ 


* be. Y wally. Our thoughts are ordinarily 
orm ſcattered and diſtracted with an infi- 
Thy KY nite number of things that we have 
rfetF nothing to do with: ſuch a frame 
t the of heart would gather them in, 
cor- (rchich is called recollection), and 


t ve vould free us of a world of trouble, 
diſ. ¶ created by our wandering imagina- 


very tions, and our violent paſſions 


This ſtate may be termed continual 


e ab rayer; it doth not hinder proper 
ray: action, but rather makes it more vi- 
ever gorous, by freeing it from imperti- 
ugh nent clogs.” | : 
be Our pride and fancy allow us no 
the peace nor quiet, and our paſſions are 
in; ur executioners; we are tortured 
ixed vith imaginary affronts and injuries, 
mon vhen none are intended us. 
lone From all which evils a heart re- 
ons igned to God, and only intent upon 
: offlpleating him, would fully deliver us. 
to His providence would be enough for 
ex- Ius; we ſhould live without anxiety 
and hurry ;z our time would be ſuffi- 
e of cient for our buſineſs, and we ſhould 


rpe-F not be a burden upon ourſelves: no 
ally, ; more 
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more ſuſpicions; quarrels would N hab 
Mit ceaſe; Envy, hatred, and malice, pon 
1 „ and all uncharitableneſs, would Ncere 
1 be far removed from us. ſo c 
Wl Such frame of heart would make «4 
our moments paſs in an unſpeakable tene 
tranquillity; all impatience, weari-Nmaſ 
W neſs, and diſguſt, would be cut off; we N ure 
jt ſhould then. be in the ftate of chil- /;;, 


Wy ren, but without their folly; our Mare! 
1 life would be attended with ſpiritual Nuri 


' 
—— 
— 


= comfort; even in the midſt of tribu - B 
EY lations, and our death would be“ the gen 
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KB in. 510 1 8 A P. XVII. aſt 
311M inte 
wk G the Difference botween the Jewiſh ring 
10 . Religion and the Chriſtian. and 
| 1 f Pp 
= i Tick two religions can only be o t 
Fi compared together properly, or Nor v 
11 with fitneſs; becauſe they only arc of ¶ ſom 
1 divine inſtitution, and outwardly re. B 
vealed from heaven. The Heathen Ius c 
= : ** 18 
4 8 worſhip was unhappy, as being the. ino 
inventions s of corrupt men; and .pro- Goc 
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bably with great mixture from the 
powers of darkneſs; their rites and 
ceremonies were ſo ſtupid, ſo i impure, 


ſo cruel. 1 ix 


Maboritficorlations ebe pre 
tended ; fo; the Jurtiſb religion is a 


mals of wild fictions, an abſutd mit» 
tre of Paganiſm, Fudaiſm, and Chri- 
ſianity. Many parts of the earth 
re ſtill over · run with groſs CE of 


nrious farts, .- een ad t 3w 
Before the law of e or the 


L 7:ini/Þ religion, we heargof no out- 


yard inſtitutions from God: Sacrifi- 
ces indeed were in uſe ſince the begin- 
ning of the world, as we fee in the 
uſtance of Cain and Abel. But du- 
ting all the time before the flood, 
and after it, till the giving of the law 
from Mount Sinai, mankind were left 
to the natural dictates of conſcience, 
or what is called natural religion, and 


lometimes the patriarchal diſpenſation. 


Before the flood the ſcripture tells 
us of ſome few men who lived plain, 
inoffenſive, religious lives, as having 


God before their eyes in all their ac 


tions. 
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tions. It is faid particularly of Enoch the tru 


that he walked with God, as was ob! re 
ſerved before. But as mankind mul. x + 
s St 


tiplied, they became more corrupt, 
and the earth was filled with vio- 8 Jeu 
„% lence;“ which brought . wem er 


che judgment of the flood. 18 
The righteous Noah, (who — GL 
faved with his family), continued to Deut. 
give a good example, except once that che 
we hear he was drunken. But the earth 2. 
being again overſpread with diforders ad ſa 
and abominations, it pleaſed God to Lor 
call Abraham from his country, and Ce. 0 
to inſtitute circumciſion : he worſhip- hen | 
ped the true God, and his deſcendens}Þ® © 
continued in his religion till the lay the 
Gf fe Jes Was given; 5 2 which period heat 
ended the patriarchal diſpenſation. 8 
re: 


Now, for underſtanding the differ. 
ence between the ewiſb and Chriſtian, co 
religions, together with the value of Kana 
each, it will be of great uſe to conſi -I. nel 
der attentively thoſe two great e- nen 
piſtles, to the Romans, and the He. the 
breus. But we muſt underſtand be- the 
forchand, that the true Fews and fd © 
PK the 


r 
a ONES 
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the true Chri/tians had but one eſſen- 
tal religion, which conſiſted in the 
ove of God and our neighbour: for, 
s St Paul hath ſaid, © He is not a 
i Jeu, who is one outwardly; nei 


ther is that circumciſion, which is 


outwardly in the fleſh,” Ge. This 
wrees with MHe/es's words to the Zews, 
Deut. x.) OCircumciſe, therefore, 
the foreſkin of your heart, and be 
«no more ſtiff-necked,” &c. He 
ad ſaid before, Thou ſhalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thine heart,” 
ge. Our Saviour confirms the matter, 
vhen he ſaid to the doctor of the law 
at tempted him, Thou ſhalt love 
the Lord thy. God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy ſoul, and 
with all thy mind, and with all thy 
4. ſtrength. This is the firſt and great 
" commandment. And the ſecond is 


like unto. it, Thou ſhalt love thy 


neighbour as thyſelf, On theſe two 
" commandments hang all the law and 


the prophets,” We ſee then that love 


z the end of the law, and that Fews 
and Chriſtians had but one religion. 
WO In 
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oo the law of Haſes gets its due, but 


the * Goſpel is preferred. both for its 


greater efficacy, and the higher cha. 
racter of its la wgiver. 
not only exalted above Niqſes, but a. 
bove the angels: for when it is faid 
He was made a little lower than 


© the angels *, it is to be underſtood, 
as he was man; for he is heir of 


© all things, and maker of © the 
% worlds.” He ſays of himſelf, © The 
„Father and Lare one;” and St 7oþi 
* begins his golpel, „In the be- 
* ginning was the Word; and the 
« Word was with God, and tbe 
* Word was God.“ 4.20! 
Of Moſes it is faid, „He was faith- 
© ful in all his houſe, as a ſervant, 
for the teſtimony of thoſe thing 
e which were to be ſpoken after; 


dut Griſt “ as atSon over his own 


Oc. He is alſo called 


« houſe,” 


< the Mediator of a better covenant, 


c which was eſtabliſhed upon better 
i hg ok Much more is to be 
die Hebe“ E. yd e 


nl : T © found 
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In the two epiſtles above mention! 


Jeſis Chriſt is 


Ch. V 


found 
inſuff 
comp 
but t 
« it 
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ſound in the Hebrews, to ſhew the 
inſufficiency of the Fewi/b law in 
ts compariſon of the goſpel; were it 
u. but this one verſe, (chap. x.) For 

WW it is inipoſlible that the blood or. 
a,, bulls and goats ſhould take away 
« fins,” 

In the Romans the law is ſuficient- 
v extolled ; but many things are fer 
down in that epiſtle to give the 
(riftian diſpenſation the preference. 


them that are in Chr? us; it is 


the fleſh, but after the Spirit *; to 
teach us, that the bare profeſſion and 
brm of Chriſtianity are not ſufficient 
o fave us, without the life and power 
of it, but will rather make our pu- 
nhment the greater. 

Indeed St Paul's great deſign is, to 
wiEhew the excelleney of faith above 
the works of the law. The 7eus 
prided themſelves that. the law was 
committed to their keeping, and that 
they obſerved all the parts of it enack⸗ 
Rom. vüi. x. 
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ly. The apoſtle undeceives them, 
and tells them plainly they were re. 
jected; becauſe they confided in their 
od; obſervances and privileges, 
and deſpiſed the reſt of the world, 
We muſt carefully remember, that 
the works of the law ſeemingly con. 
demned by the apoſtle, and which 
God himſelf rejected, when they were 
not done from the ſpirit of religion, 
but from vile motives, or ſuperficial. 
ly at beſt; (for he ſays by the mouth 
of a prophet, Bring no more vain 


"6 oblations, incenſe is an aboming- 


tion unto me, &c.); I am bold to 
ſay, che works diſregarded by St Paul 
were by no means the good works of 
humanity and love; for © without 
« works faith is dead; as, on the o. 


ther hand, without faith no works of 


any kind could avail us. What Jeſu 
Chrift faid in the caſe of marriage i: 


applicable here, What therefore 


God hath joined together, let no 
* man put aſunder 4.“ 
But once more, as to the difference 
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between the law and the £9pel, or 
the Fewiſh diſpenſation and the Chri- 
flian, or the Od Teſtament and the 
New; we find, that the former diſ- 


wich rigorous obſervances; whereas 
the latter was a diſpenſation of love, 
ind no burdenfome ceremonics re- 
quired, It is true, we muſt “ de- 
* ny ourſelves, and take up the 
* croſs: we muſt © ſuffer with 
« Chriſt, if we would reign with 
« him :” this is properly the doctrine 
of the New Te/tament, wherein the 
corruption of our nature is more 
dearly diſcovered than in the Old. 
We may conclude too from reaſon, 
that the croſs and ſufferings are only 
hid upon us for our own god9d, to 
eleanſe us from our impurity, as me- 
als are purified in the fire. The 
- "lf merciful God hath declared, He 
J © hath no pleaſure in the death of a 
# finner *;” nor is any chaſtiſement 
mfli&ted, but for leading man back 
to his duty; ; which is a reaſon, not 


* Fzck. xviii. 


only 


penſation was founded in fear, and 
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100 Tho a concerning 2 XVIII. 
only for reſignation and ſubmiſſion, 
but for thankfulacſs and love. 


It is evident that the Chriſtian law 


is much more a law of love than the 
Jewiſb, both with relation to God 


and our neighbour, For though the 


children of Jrael were injoined to 


love. God with their whole heart, yet 
rewards (temporal rewards) were 


promiſed, 


condeſcending” to deal with his cres 
tures according to the weakneſs and 
groineſs of their ſtate; ſince they 
cannot eaſily perceive, that to love 
God is the higheſt reward of itſelf, 


and the greatc{t happineſs imaginable, 
or rather a happineſs beyond all ima: 


gination. \ 
But as the proper character of the 
Fewiſh law was fear, temporal puniſh: 


ments were alſo threatznad + which 
was another argument of the groſs 


ſtate of the people. Solomon indeed 
hath ſaid, ©« The fear of the Lord is 
* the beginning of wiſdom;“ but 


= * love, » ſaith St on, r 
C8 eth 


to ſtir them up to that 
great duty; infinite goodneſs thus 
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eth out fear,” This is not to be 
underſtood of fhal fear, (the reve- 
w rence of children to parents), which 
he Mis diſtinguithed from aviſb fear, and 
d vill no doubt keep its place for ever. 
he In ſhort, St Paul calls the lau a ſtate 
to % bondage, and the goſpel a Hate of li- 
| berty. 

With relation to our neighbour, 
the g9/pel is likewiſe much more a law 
of love than the 7euiſb; as eaſily ap- 
years from our Saviour's ſermon on 
14 Wihe mount, and the whole ſtrain of 
ey che New Teſtament. It is true, he 
ve Nreproaches the Fews in theſe words, 

H, “ Thus have ye made the command- . 
e, ment of God of none effect by 
a- your tradition *“; wich much 

Jnore to that purpoſe; meaning, their 
ae Mocgiect of the moral law, when they 
h- punctually obſerved, the ceremonial 
bh MW part; But ſtill love was more iniiſt- 
ſs Ded upon in th new lau, and the 
d Chriſtians were at firſt as remarkable 
is for their love to one another, as they 
ut are now for their hatred. It was a 
t- * Matth, xv. 6, 

Eo ſtrange 
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ſtrange inſtance of love, when „ the] cenſe 
« multitude of them that believed died 
+ were of one heart and of one ſoul; torm 

* neither ſaid any, that ought of chef Tl 
„ things he poſſefled was his own; leſs 
but 5 had all things common.“ Nawe 
As to the difference between theſſ proa« 
purity of manners required in thefff| chaſt 
meu law and the old, let our Saviour The 
__ doctrine be further conſidered. OurW nies, 
very thoughts are required to be pure ſcene 
The effects produced by the Chri ® no 
ſtian religion in its beginnings were well 
ſuitable to the purity of the doctrine: have 
All debauchery was at an end: Theſ rank: 
Chriſtians were ſober and temperate I of fu 
in every thing; they bore with chear- devil. 
fulneſs the ſcorn and contempt of the prince 
Heathens, who indulged | themſelves kind 
in their excefles, and from contempt} deluſ 
proceeded to hatred and cruelty; rents 
which the true followers of the cr:ci-Y own 
fied Feſus endured ailo with the ut-W © he 
moſt conſtancy ! Men and women, I the 
the youngsand aged of both lexcs, led a 
dk, + a variety of exquiſite tor-I pract 


mertts rather than offer a little in- 
cCenſe 


* 
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cenſe to a Heathen idol! and they 
died praying tor their perſecutors and 
tormentors! 

The rage of the Heathens is the 
leſs to be wondered at, becauſe they 
ſaw their own condemnation and re- 
roach in the innocent, regular, 
chaſte, humble lives of the Chriſtians. 
The decay of the Heathen ceremo- 


nies, the ridiculous and profane (ob- 


ſcene) inventions, all which * brought 
„no {mall gain” to the prieſts, as 
well as pleaſure to the obſervers, muſt 
have raiſed the indignation of all 
ranks and employments to the height 
of fury. It is even thought that the 
devil, whom our Saviour calls 2% 
prince of this world, governed man- 


kind in an open manner, uttering his 


deluſive falſe oracles, and making pa- 


rents kill their children. with their 


own hands, „ ſouls deſtitute of 
© help *.“ No wonder therefore if 
the Chriſtian, religion, which oppo- 
(cd ail ſuch worthleſs and abominable 
practices, was hated and perſecuted 
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by thoſe who had an intereſt in keep. 
ing them up. To ſay no more of the 
great enemy of mankind, it is too 


natural for men themſelves to oppreſs 


and deſtroy one another, upon the 
leaſt interfering of their intereſts, 
yea, on the bare difference in opinion. 
It is to be remembered, however, 


that even in thoſe times of roc 


ignorance and abomination, there 
were ſome men who lived commend- 
ably, and were accepted of God; 


as St Paul teſtifies, that the Gen- 


4% tiles, who had not the law,” (the 


written law of Maſes), did by nature 


* the things contained in the law,” 


(the works of juſtice and affection, 


and other virtues), and were there- 
fore © a law unto themſelves,” Oc. 
By which we may judge if we have 
any right to condemn. ail the Hea- 
thens. 

It muſt ed 5 owned, the Hea- 
then world was in a very bad ſtate 
(as it {till is) without the light of the 
goſpel : but the power of Fe/us Chrisſ, 


who raiſed the dead to life, added 


this 
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this great miracle to the reſt, in ma- 
king his doctrine prevail over the 
greateſt powers of the earth and hell, 


by the unlikelieſt means imaginable 


o human reaſon. And how low ſo- 
erer Chriſtianity may be at preſent, 
25 to the practice, and its doctrine ri- 
diculed by many who take its name, 
jet the ſame power that eſtabliſhed it, 
vil keep it from falling entirely: 
„For he muſt reign till he. hath put 
© all his enemies under his feet. 
© And when all things ſhall be ſub- 
« duced unto him, then ſhall the Son 
© alſo himſelf be ſubje&t unto him 
„that put all things under bim, tha 
God may be all in all *.” | 


* x Cor, xv. 25. 28. 
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of doing good or evil. 


the beſt way he can, having the good 
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OST SCRIPT. 

As a multitude of books (of great- 

er and ſmaller fizes) is ſtill ap. 
pearing on religious ſubjects, a man 
can hardly ſhun giving his approba- 
tion to ſome, and ſhewing his diſlike 
to others; though it may be ſuppoſed 
the authors on both fides have loſt 1 
great part of their intention, whether 
If any fhall 
fay, May not a man keep his appro- 
bation or diſlike to himſelf ? there is 
no doubt he may, and very often he 
ought ; but the queſtion is, If he 
ought always? All the anſwer I can 
give is, that in a country where the 
permiſſion of the ſuperiors is not re- 
quired, a man muſt judge for himſclf 


of ſociety always in view, at leaft 
that it ſuffer no harm from his med- 

dling. | | 
But as the few ſheets (written {e- 
veral years ago) have very little | 
can 


a 
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can call mine in them, ſo the follow- 
og ſcraps ſhall have {till lefs ; that is, 
he very words, or words of the ſame 
xeaning, ſhall be taken out of ſome 
hooks, pretty well known, and unex- 
teptionable; and from others equally 
umexceptionable, tho” leſs known, It 
ba. ems all one, whether the authors 
re of the churches ot Rome or Eng- 
und, of Luther's ſetting up, or Calvin's, 
y, ſuppoſe them to be Jes, Turks, 
Der Heathens; truth being always 


2 truth, and Feſus Chriſt © the true 
ro- light, which lighteth every man 


that cometh into the world.“ I 
he hall therefore have nothing further 
M |» do, but to tack ſome truths toge- 
ther, which naturally belong to one 
ſubject, keeping always in view the 
irſt deſign, of being intelligible to 
cf the meaneſt reader, the meaneſt as to 
the world, but whoſe ſincerity and 
at atention may intitle him to the high» 
5 elt privileges. 
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ſpiri 
Th: , Seriptures. : (ri, 
(or 


Tales facred writings are allowed Tho 
by all parties of Chriſtiane to be off ung 
divine authority, and conſequentiy the : 
the rule or ſtandard of faith andffl and 
manners. When they are obſcure unde 
we mult be content to find our curio-. ton: 
fity put to a ſtand, and our pride | 
mortified. Our duty is ſtill plain; 
the love of God and our neighbour 
admits vf no gloſs nor reſtriction. 

The church of Rzme receives ſome the 
books as canonical, or approved ſcrip- N ure: 
ture, which Proteſtant churches re- ou 
ject, the authors being moſtly un-Whis c 


known, and therefore called apocry ¶ Teſt. 


phal, as well as reputed inferior indes. 


the point of authority, and even iner 


ſublimity. The church of England Wh ta 
however, appoints them to be readWitter; 
for example of life, and inſtruction My 
© of manners*.” Pf 
” The ſcripture teaches the true and durit 
create 


Book of Common · prayer, 6th Article of Ie: 
avi 


Religion. 
ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual worſhip of God, as Fefts 
or ſaid to the woman of Samaria, 
John iv.) Cod is a Spirit,“ Ge. 
Thoſe ſacred writings have a ſurpri- 
force in them: and kerein lies 
= admirable difference betwixt them 
and the works of men; the ſcripture, 
under plain and common expreſſions, 
contains a ftrength and meaning 
wholly divine; whereas men general- 


nd elegant terms for exprefling very 
weak things. O that people knew 
the benefit- of reading the holy ſerip- 
tures ! Ir is ſurpriſing that any perſon 
ſhould be hindered from making it 
iis conſtant ſtudy, eſpecially the New 
teſtament i Should children be hin- 
dered from reading their father's will? 
Lvery body, on the contrary, ſhould 
be taught to read it with. the greateſt 
tention, reſpe&, and love. This 
dar graph i is from a Roman Catholic. 

there was no written inſtruction 


reared ; and. even after his fall, the 


K . ſufffcicat 


y fatigue Sebi to find ſtrong 


during many ages after Adam was: 


wine law (written in the heart) was 
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ſufficient for the faithful and fincere I in 
This is called the patriarchal diſpenſa. mit 
zin. But wickedneſs prevailed in the 7er 
_ earth to ſuch a height, that all the tho 
inhabitants (ſave eight perſons) were] err. 
ſwept away by the flood. We then ting 
hear of precepts given to the ſons off cial 
Neah ; but of nothing written, till the 
law of Mees; and that only to one 
nation: ſo the wiſdom of God, the 
Father of mankind, thought fit; for 
» God is no reſpecter of perſons, 
Prophets were ſent to the cus at dif 
ferent times, to reclaim them from 
1dolatry, and all their vices, as well as 
to forctell the coming of the Meſia\W{men 
The writings of the Old TeſtamenWhlhe r 
are of various kinds, and not to dMnot c 
parallelled in ſublimity and inftructioknoy 
but by thoſe of the New. This ver | 
the di i penſation of the goſpel, to which fi: 
nothing is to be added; our Saviour conce 
by his doctrine and example, havinWof m. 
ſmiſhed all that was neceflary to natur 
made known to mankind. 
The apoſtles wrote epiſtles c thi 


Chriſtian converts, to confirm then 
1 i 
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ere, in their faith, and to remove their 
a · ¶ miſtakes, particularly concerning the 
the eib law, which fome Chriſtians 
the thought was {till in force, with other 
vere errors in point of worſhip ; not omit- 
hen ting to recommend the duties of ſo- 


: off cial life, as between huſbands and 


the vives, parents and children, &c. 
ne With reſpect to the ſpiritual life, they 
had our Saviour's life for a foun- 
dation, which makes them infiſt fo 
much upon being © united with God, 
« transformed into his image, loving 
him with the whole heart; which 
s the. great duty and happineſs -of 
men and angels, They inſſted on 
he neceſſity of /e/F-dental, a doctrine 
not current among the Jeu, and leſs 
known to the Heathens, who had ne- 
rer heard of the fall. The ſcripture, 
in fine, has difcovered many truths 
concerning the dignity and corruption 
vinWor man, and the incomprehenfible 
o VFature of the eyer- bleſſed God. 
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The preſent flate-of Nature, of 


Tus is too large a ſubject to be at. by | 
1 tempted in few words; yet there is 2 
1 the leſs occaſion for many, or rather , 
% there would be occaſion for none, if 
Wl the ſcriptures were well conſidered: 
wy they inform us of the ſtate of the 
1 | earth before the fall, when there was 
no toil, no forrow, nor diforder in 


Su Na ——̃ — 


Ever fince the fall, man is much in 
the ſame ſtate, (che ſhortening of lite 
after the flood is far from being a 
loſs), born with the ſame appetites 
and paſſions, which he conſtantly ſtu- 
dies to gratify, and by that means FI... 
faid to © live to himſelf.” Pride, co- 8 
vetouſneſs, and ſenfuality, preval. u: 
much in the human compoſition, andi f. 
man is oppreſſed by one or other ofl,, -.: 
theſe taſk-maſters by turns: then hae | 
imagination repreſenting things t9 by tl 
him in a falſe light, and giving him hin 
fooliſh notions of pleaſure, intereſt, 8 
and glory, this makes his 
e 5 ye 
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yet more reſtleſs and unhappy. We 
peed not go far to find out the cauſe 
of wars, which make the earth deſo- 
late, even thoſe parts. of it inhabited 
by the profeſſors of Chriſtianity, St 


7ames, who puts the queſtion, « Fm 


„ whence come wars anc. fightings 
„among you?“ makes anſwer him- 
ſelf by another queſtion, ©* Come 
they not hence, even of your 
& luſts ?” Luft is another word both 
for defire and pleaſure ; ſo covetouſ- 
neſs is called by St John, the luſt of 
the eyes, We blame kings and prin- 
ces for making Europe a field of 
Hood; and no doubt they have the 
lame paſſions and follies in common 
with the reſt of mortals ; but allow- 
ances ought to be made them, on ac- 


count of their elevated ſtations, which 


naturally tend to make them giddy ; 
o ſay nothing of their education, 
Which is often very poor: and then 
e ought to conſider them as beſieged 


by thoſe who commonly have no- 


wing in view but their own ends, in 


K 3 „ the 
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the advices they give their ſuperiors I but 
in power and pageantry, _ it 


But we ought not to pore upon I per 
the diſorders of perſons in higher Hour 
ranks, whether in the church or ſtate, Y and 
The great body of the people muſt Y red 
pay taxes, and groan, without aſking little 
queſtions. Nor ſhould the diſorders acc 


of private life engage too much at- ¶ ceiv 


tention : it is but a melancholy bufi- F rabl 
neſs, and apt to lead us into a forget- Mer 
fulneſs of our own perſonal diſorders I 
and vices, our ſfelf-conceit, and blind- neſs 


nels of mind. Humility is enjoined I] does 
to the meaneſt a: as well as to the great-F (whi 
eſt ; and there is ſometimes as much ¶ pray 
pride under coarſe cloaths as in robes unw 
of ſtate. We ought to look at home, and 
The conſequence of pride is to alie - ¶ from 
vate men from one another, andi milit 
from the ſpirit of religion; as humi - N of ot 
Itty promotes mutual love, and is the der ſ 
fureſt mark of true piety. don. 
Human nature is not yet fo cor. | 
rupted, as to be without all ſenſe o 

moral duties, and even ſome impreſ- 
ſion of thoſe we owe our Maker: 
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ors but this impreſſion, or whatever 

it be called, is very faint and im- 
on perfect; and we are ready to ſatisfy 
zer TY ourſelves with a chimerical religion, 
te, and with falſe hopes in the merits and 
uſt Y redemption of Chriff, when we have 
ing litle or no defire of being renewed 
ers Yaccording to his Spirit, This is de- 
at- Nceiving ourſelves in the moſt deplo- 
16i- Y cable manner. God is not mocked. 
et- © Men even fee through our diſguiſes. 
ers Y True humility, which has a loveli- 
ad- neſs in it to a well-diſpoſed mind, 
ed does not conſiſt in humble expreſſions, 
at- (which are very proper 1a the public 
ich I prayers), but in a deep ſenſe of our 
bes Y unworthineſs in the ſight of God, 
ne. and in doing nothing to get praiſe 
lie from men. One great poifit of hu- 
ind mility is, to yield our own will to that 
mi · of others, when juſtice and good or- 
the der ſuffer nothing by ſuch condeſcen- oh 

don. 
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Conſcience. 


CoxsciENCE is a proof both, of 
man's dignity and miſery ; it is the 
accuſer, "witneſs, and judge; and, 
unleſs true repentance take place, it , 
is © the worm that dieth not.” Fi. 


gures are often the ſhorteſt way of wh 
conveying inſtruction: our Saviour en 


made frequent uſe of them. 

The works of God which we ſee 
with our bodily eyes, might make us 
conclude, that he is infinite in power, 
wiſdom, and goodneſs : and we might 
conclude farther, that all praiſe and 
love belong to him of right. Thus 
far we might reflect with a certain 
joy; and nothing but our ſtupidity 
deprives us of it. 

But, on the other hand, when con- 
ſcience is awakened, and we get a 
ſight of our faults, and diſcover but 
a little of our miſery and corruption, 
we are ſcarce able to ſtand it; and 
the merciful God ſeems to be upon 
the managment with us, and to ſpare 


us, by 1 no more of our 
own 


VD 


* 
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own nature, or of his, than we can 
bear, and make a good uſe of. 


Repentance. 


AN awakened conſcienee muſt na- 
turally produce ſorrow and remorſe, 
which are other words for repent- 
ance; but properly it ſignifies a 
change of mind, and a purpoſe of lead- 


ing a new life. Fear and ſelf-intereſt 


often ſtir firſt, and may go a good 
length in converſion; but a ſenſe of 
juſtice, leading to the love of God, 
who is love, would.go much farther, 
and prove a greater ſecurity for all 


duties. Preachers may think of it in 


their preaching and catechiſing, in- 
ſtead of inſiſting always upon terror. 
True repentance and converſion 
are much the ſame; or the one may 
be confidered as the beginning of the 
other; and conviction muſt go be- 


fore both. Men muſt fly like crimi- 


nals to Jeſus Chriſt, ag. only waits 
for their repentance and humility ta 
receire them into mercy. 


When 
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EP Et 


: We 


When pride is removed, were it 


but for an hour, the ſoul is not only 


humble before God, but free from all 


haughtineſs towards men, whom it 


loves as its brethren, and the images 
of God. When pride returns, the 
{ſoul relapſes into a ſtate of anger, 
confuſion, folly, and impiety. Re- 
pentance vaniſhes, till ſome new touch 


or ſtroke from the wiſe and merciful 


hand of Providence awaken the ſoul 
again out of its lethargy: What paſ. 
fes after death we know not: but 
wiſdom, abſtracting from duty, leaves 
as little to that uncertainty as poſſible. 


Things to be avoided. What ta be kept 


HERE again the lit muſt be imper- 


fect, the number of things which are 
not counted /inful, being lo very great, 


But then as they proceed from a cor- 


rupt principle, they are really fins 


themſelves; for example, diſputes 
about religion, or any ſubject a man 
enters upon to ſhew his {kill and ſupe · 
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it N riority, which commonly ends in put- 15 
oly ing bach parties into a heat. Pride 
all I finds its account in ſuch ſkirmiſhes, {0 ; 
It On the other hand, there may be 13 


ges no leſs pride in an obſtinate ſilence, 
the when it comes from contempt, or the 
er, fear of diſcovering our own igno- 
de. ance. Chriſtian ſimplicity, and a 
ich nodeſt opinion of ourſelves, would 
ful W direct us how to behave in company 
hut M ind converſation. Lo ſhun bad com- 
af- N pany, is a common, and a ſure rule. 
Jut Melancholy is muck to be avoided; 
ves for it may land i in a diſtruſt of the 
le. good neſs of God, and be very trou- 
bleſome to thoſe we live with, even ſo 


-pt - as to create a bitterneſs againſt [4 
hem. The ſour temper often turns | | 

Jo wrath, and is quite oppoſite to that 1 

er- ſtate of joy recommended in holy 1 
11 1 Te 4 

are MW writ : © God reignetl,, let the earth 10 


at, be glad.“ Rejoice in the Lord 
r-“ always,” GS. NE 
ins It is true, we are in a fallen ſtate, m9 

tes md © the creation groaneth,” But | 
an we are to call to our relief the pro- 
pe“ miſes of a happier world, A new 9 
ity, | © Heaven WR 
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felt the pleaſures of religion, do aſſui 


be conceived. 


Of the Apoſties, here and there; 1s 
in theſe words of St Peter, Where 


% all guile, and hypocrifies, and en- 
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%% thereby And in St Pauls 
words to the Eyheſians, Let all bit 
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„ heaven and a new earth, wherein te 
(6 

c 


«© dwelleth righteouſneſs.” And cho 
every thing we hunt after in this life 4 
may be ſaid to have deluſion ſtamped bee 
upon it, yet there are things which the 


may be called real fatisfaQions whilſt paſl 


they laſt. The pleaſures of the low. in 
eſt ſenſes have a reality in them, ani teac 
the pleaſures of friendſhip are much de 
ſuperior, Perſons, again, who have 


us they infinitely ſurpaſs all that cay 


But the great number of things tb 
be aveided; either as directly tintul, 
or leading to fin, may be judged of 
by looking at ſome of the inſtructions 


„ fore, laying afide all malice, and 
4 vies, and 'evil-ipeakings, as nev- 


horn babes deſire the ſincere milk 
« of the: word, that ye may gros 


1 pet. 31 1. 
& terneſe, 
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terneſs, and wrath, and anger, and 
« clamour, and evil- ſpeaking, be put 
t. away from you, with all malice *,” 
ee alſo the next chapter, towar ds 
the beginning. Here are but a few 
pall1ges : many. more will be found 
to 
teach us both what to ſhun, and what 
we ought to follow. Thoſe who ne- 
gleck to ſcarch the {criptures,” will 
ind their error when it may be too 
late to retrieve it. 

Our buſineſs in this life is, to do as 
ſick people, who put themſclves into 
the hands of a ſkilful phyfician, who 
will infallibly cure them, if they fol- 
low his directions, amd take the me- 
dicines he preſcribes. Abſtinence 
from worldly pleaſures and A lufts 
s neceſſary in our diſtempered condi- 
tion. Our Saviour has no need of 
our /e. denial; he only injoins the 
renouncing the things of this world, 
(rotten at beſt), that they may not fo- 
* our diſcaſcs, and deprive ns of 

he heavenly joys he has p. epared for 
Eph. iv. 32, 
us. 
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our own good, like ſovereign reme- 
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us. We are poiſoned with ſelf. love, and 
and blind as to our true happinefs . 
which he has put us in the way of "8. 

obtaining, and given us his bleffed ex 0 
ample in order to it. * Ic 


Afflictions are ſent us purely for! 


dies; and ſuppoſing them ever ſo ter- 


| | & 7 
rible, they are ſoon at an end. Let ug 


conſider what St Paul ſays of the mat 50 
ter: For our light affliction, whic b 0 
« js but for a moment, worketh fo 9 
*« us a far more exceeding and eter 5 
« nal weight of glory *.“ He adds, ut 
as a neceſſary qualification, * while 80 
*' we look not at the things which are Y 
„ ſeen, but At the things which arg 8 
© not ſeen: for the things which are . N 
« ſeen, are temporal ; but the thing 2 F 
«© which are not ſeen; are eternal.” | "0M 
Theſe eternal things are the objec "oi 
of faith, which in another epiſtle i #Y 
called the evidence of things no 5 
« ſeen +.” It implies alſo truſt it 1 
God, (O ye of little faith !),” ſub be Jo 


miſſion to his divine will in all things 
* 2 Gor. iv. 17. 16. + Heb. i. 2. 
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and a conſtant dependence upon it. 
es Furs in all its acceptations, © is the 

gift of God;” and “ ſaving faith“ 
is 15 only which worketh by 


love“. ; 


Attention to the voice: of Cad. 


Ine 12 5 has a voice like man were an 
dſurdity. Many things are expreſſed 
n ſcripture by ſigns accommodated to 
cur weakneſs and imperfection. This 
every body knows and admits. Thun: 
er is called the voice of God, 

Sometimes indeed the ſcripture 
makes mention of voices and words 
ſpoken to holy men and prophets : 
hut this is ſuppoſed to be done by the 
miniſtry of angels: and ſuch extraor- 
dinary communications are not to be 
(elired ; for it might proceed from a 
lzlire of being diſtinguiſhed or exalt- 
td above the reſt. of mankind; and 
e reward of ſuch pride might juſtly 
be deluſion, 


- Gal. v. G. " 
L 1 |" "ma 
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© God is ſpirit;” therefore to ima- 
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: The voice of God is addreſſed to 
the ſoul of every perſon, (what high: 


er priviiege can be imagined!), and 
nothing but want of attention hinders 


it from being heard and obeyed. 
Sinners are required in ſcripture, 


*© to return to their heart ;” to en- 
ter into themſelves,” and the like; 


which is the ſame with hearkening to 


the conſcience. And hence it is chat 


we find ſuch mention of the inner 
man, — the inward farts, —the hidden 
man of the heart, —the inward man ;— 


» 


all which are but different expreſſions 


of the ſame thing, called by ſpiritual 
authors the interior, and ſometimes 
ihe ceutre of the foul*, 

As to our want of attention, it 
comes from numberleſs ſources : the 
r-urſuir of riches, pleaſure, bare di- 
verſion, or amuſement, to ſay n0- 


thing of fame or glory, all theſe are 
great hinderances to attention. It 1s 
irue, the great body of the people 


* This term is underſtood of the innermoſt 


part, or what is properly divine in man, and 


to which the eternal Spirit alone has acceſs. 
1 have 
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have fewer things to hunt after than 


thoſe in higher ſtations; but every 


daß of mortals, or rather ever y indi- 
vidual perſon, hath his purſuits and 
diſtractions, by which the mind is 
lrawn off from the conſideration of 
is duty and eternal happineſs. The 
noorelt have their projects and their 
dlrerſions, and are as much given to 


hew and luxury (generally ſpeaking) 


s they can afford. 


It may be ſaid, the number of diſ- 


tractions that hinder our attention 15 


next 10 infinite. How many cares 
tow many paſſions! how many whims! 
aud how many wild imaginations, 
waich may be looked upon, as a 
particular diſtemper, and to which 
moſe who are idle are the molt 
able! Some imaginations are ridi- 
culous to the laſt degree, others are 
horrid, Honeſt labour, what a bap- 
pineſs it is! A wandering imagina- 
lion is often a heavy croſs, 
involuntary 1maginations are not 
ndeed criminal ; 


bead like the dreams of the night; 
5 and 


they come into thee 


N 5 
8 
| A ARES 
; — 2 — — 8 
Ae W 2 — 9 — p, = e der angry * * —— 
N : - 8 . e 5 1 3 Wee 8 5 - 
n n y 8 r R p 6 0% . 
r 8 R r : 2 * 42 h 
* z 8 * ies NY E 1 _ FE: n 5 a - . 
r , ot 1 
— 3 — . A Mo. 
5 is + 3X — — * 9 
7 . Der — — r 
: * 1 
C 12 k 1 an 
x ſ ot 
I 8 | 


9 9 Sn at as, 4: >» 
. Fa — i 7 vegas, ͤ vv rn hoe 
PPC 
_—_ 0 2 — 
of 


126 Thoughts concerning N. 


and it is not in the power of reaſon Ion! 
to thruſt them out; or they return I hea 
very ſoon to the attack, The erimi. N wo 
nal imaginations are ſuch as riſe from lun 
the corrupt inclinations, and may be to | 
faid to have their root in the heart; Y C 
they ſpring from the deſire of ſenſual N bad 
pleaſure, or riches, or command, or s © 
praiſe; and by foſtering. theſe our I fur 
defires, (eſpecially that of praiſe and! 
eſteem), we take fancies of our own 
worth and excellency, and imagine we 

are admired when we are laughed at. 

What ſhall deliver us from this 
ſtate of folly, and flavery, and fin? 
Nothing but the ſovereign power of I] peo 
God. It is true, we have the power I} add 
of afling, and it is promſed we ſhall F coll 
obtain; but it is with the condition we 
that we do not aſk amis, - Ile 
© To prayer we are to join nnch g0⁰ 
| fulneſs, which is the ſame with at: I ipe: 
tention. © We hear alſo of recollection, I kin! 
which ſignifies the gathering in the and 
fcattered affections of the heart, as I real 
ell as our wandering imaginations, I God 
that our Re may be fixed upon wed duc 

only 


and the nature of man. 
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only object worthy chereof. If the 
heart were in good order, the head 
would grow wiſer of courſe. Invo- 
Juntary imaginations might contribute 
to humble our vanity. 

One great error, which argues the 
bad ſtate of our mind, and our folly, 
s our being in ſuch a dread of cen- 
ſure ; ſo that we may rather be ſaid 
to give attention to the voice of men 
than to the voice of God ! That this 
infirmity has its root in our pride is 
"ry plain. 

But recollection being a thing 4 
little underſtood by the generality of 
people, it may- not be unneceſſary to 
add a few lines more about it. Re- 
collection, then, is that diſpofition 
re muſt be in for hearkening to God, 
He ſpeaks to the heart, by giving it 
good inclinations or motions. He 
ipcaks to the underſtanding, by ma- 
king diſcoveries of his divine nature, 
Common 


be called the voice of 


reaſon may 


Cod. The beautiful order and pro- 


actions of che creation ſtrike us; 
| and 
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perfect ſtate of things, is a ſort of 
{peaking too, and deſigned to wean 


our hearts from earthly ſatisfactions. 
Great attention is neceſſary, that when 


we ſind our affections out of order, 
(which we may find in the beginning, 
when they are not too ſtrong), we 
may ſtrive to turn them away, and 
apply them to lawful objects. 
ſon would be of ſervice to ſhew the 


emptineſs and trouble of all worldly | 


purſuits, which would be well ſup- 
ported by experience. But chiefly, 
if the love of God were kindled in 
the heart, it would conſume all im- 
purity, and put an end to all diſorder, 


Tf, after all the care we can take, 


and all the attention we can give, we 


find ourſclves ſtill haunted and perie- 


cuted by the involuntary imaginations 
the advice given 
by perſons of cxperience in the ipi- 
ritual life is, to contemn thoſe imper- 


tment intruders, like the buzzing of 


flies; and not to be diſcouraged by 


them, fince nothing involuntary is 
ſinful. 


P.. 


and what we ſee and feel of the im- 


Rex 


P. 8 
ſinft 


bid 
buli 


our 
chin 


ſinful. 


bridge our diverſions, and even our 


buſineſs, as much as poſſible, that ſo 
our heads may not be. filled with the 
things we have been employed about, 


or new images raiſed by ſome connec- 


ton with them, or (which is often 


* 


che caſe) without any connection. 
But that recollection is no leſs the 
buſineſs of the heart than of the head, 


or rather, that it chicfly belongs' to 
theſe 


the heart), is evident from 
words of Solomon, & Keep thy heart 
„with all diligence, for out of it are 
the iſſues of life.” And by keep- 
ing the heart is not only meant being 
on our guard againſt our delires and 


ippetites, but Iikewiſe againſt perional 


verſions, which would prevent alt 


ranſports of anger, nay, the leaſt ap- 


proach of ill humour. 
To do all our actions as in the pre- 
ſence of God, (from whom nothing 


s hid), and wich the deſign» of plea- 


ſing him, (which juſtice requires), is 


the beſt ſtate the heart can be in; it 


is called the preſence of God, as well as 
TOW: 
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No doubt we ought to a- , 
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recollection, the mind being habitually 
in a ſtate of attention to the divine 
will, Nor is there any fear of negli- 
_ gence, or doing our work the wrong 
way; for we are not to let things 


drop out of our hands. Diligence 


and exactneſs is even a part of rell. 


gion, when chat principle takes place, 


(injoined by St Paul), to do all 
things to the glory of God,” 


Such an attentive good diſpoſition | 


of ſoul allo gets the name of prayer. 
for the command, to ray always, 
cannot be meant either of vocal 


prayer, or of meditation; and there- 


fore is only to be underſtood of the 


internal frame of the heart, or inward | 


man. Such a ſtate in ſcripture is call. 
ed walking with Cad. 


Outward helps are by no means to 
be neglected. The public meetings 
of devotion are to be frequented, and | 


at Jeveral times of the day (when ne- 
cellary buſineſs can allow) a pious 
book may be looked at, were it but a 
few lines; and cvcn in the fields, or 
within doors, at any labour, a pcti- 

tion 
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tion may be put up, whether in 
words or ſilently, ſince God regards 
the heart only. A well - diſpoſed heart 
or ſpirit can find a thouſand ways of 
expreſſing itſelf to the Father of ſpi- 
rits, in prayers or praiſes, bes 
ſtudy or reſtraint. The meaneſt of 
the works of nature, were it but a 
ſtraw, is matter of adoration; and we 
have a large field for ſupplication, 
when we confider all our wants, and 
the hazards we run, eſpecially that of 
forfeiting the happineſs defigned for 
us in the next life, As all the attri- 
butes of God are infinite, ſo is his 
condeſcenſion: he ſuffers children to 
ſpeak to him, and delights in true 
ſimplicity. 

But, as is ſaid already, if all che 
care we can take is not ſufficient to 
rid us of theſe pitiful imaginations, but 
that they plague us even in the time 
we ſet apart for. prayer and retire- 
ment, we ſhould bear them as the 
puniſhmenc of our paſt errors and 
vices, remaining united to God in 
heart and in will, which no power in 
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naturè can force. By this conduct I mu 
our diſtractions and abſurd fancies I ef 
blow over the ſooner. der 
Ik it be atked, why people of all pet 
ranks, that are plunged in worldyf « | 
buſineſs, either for neceflary ſubſiſt· 1 
ence, or for gratifying their pr ide, kin 
and all their deſires, complain ſo little bet 
of being diſturbed with ſuch fooliſhceſſ 
imaginations? the anſwer is, that the 
generality, of the world ſeldom apply] 
their mind to any thing but for their 
own pleaſure in ſome form or other; 
and ſo they cannot be ſenſible of the 
imaginations that break in upon thoſe 
few that ſet their affections on things a- 
bove, and ear neſtly deſire to pleaſe God. 
If ſuch imaginations are caſt in by the 
devil, (as it is commonly thought 
they are), he does not want to diſturb 
the fancy whilſt he is in poſſeſſion of 
the heart; or if they are only the na. 
tural effect of our. diſorder ſince the 
fall, it may pleaſe: God to let them 
tyrannize over us for our purification, 
and as an antidote to our pride. 'The 
blefled God wants not to diſturb us, 
5 muc 
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much leſs to deſtroy us. Our happi- 


neſs is his great aim; and in the or- 
der of things, purification muſt go 
before happineſs ; for © no impure 
« thing can enter into the Kingdom 
© of heaven.“ What diſtreſs of all 
kinds and degrees mult be undergone 
before the ſoul can attain to that ne- 
ceſſary purity or holineſs, is as impoſ- 
ſible to conceive, as the joy that waits it 
through all eternity. , 
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SHORT CATECHISM, 


For inftruding 


Such as are diſpoſed to enter in. 
to the great end and deſign of 
the CHRISTIAN: RELIGION. © 


Queſtion, HAT ; is man's ny 
good and happineſs ? 

Anſwer. It is to have God to be his 
God, and his reed); ruler and governor. 
| Q. Why cail you that his chief good 
a / happineſs 2 

A. Becauſe God is the chief good in 
mel, and the cauſe of all good and. 
happineſs, in every ſoul that is entirely 
ruled and gove erned by him. 

Q. What is man's greate/? evil and 
rs 

A. It is to ſet up fel, as an idol, in 
God's ro om, to be ruled and governed 


by it. 
M 3 Q. M 
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eves, the luſt of the tlelh, 


Q. Why call you that his greateſt evil 
and miſery ? 

4. Becauſe the ſetting up ſelf in 
God's room is the greateſt evil and in- 


juſtice in itſelf, and the cauſe of all o- 


ther evils and miſeries whatſoever. 


Q. Who was the firſt author of this - 


vil and injuſtice ? 


A. The devil and his angels, who 


infected our firſt parents, and in them 
all their poſterity, with this horrible 
corruption. 

Has this corruption entered deeb 
inte man's nature © 


A. Tt has entered ſo deep, that the 
very life and being of his nature, as it | 
is corrupted, is nothing elſe but ſelf- 


will, ſelf-love, ſelf-intereſt, &c. inſo- 
much that naturally he neither re- 
gards God, or his tellow-creatures, any 


further than as they may ſerve as a. 
means to pleaſe or advance this idol ſelf. 


What are the three univer/al Ane 
herewith this idol has corrupted man's 
nature © 

4. Covetouſaeſs, ſenſuality, and pride, 

By what other names are they 
called : . 

A. They are called, the luſt of the 
and the 
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pride of life; or, the love of riches, 
pleaſures, and honours; or, ſelf- inte- 
in I reſt, ſelf- pleaſing, and ſelf- eſteem. 
n- Q. What are the fruits which theſe 
o- ft ins produce in mens lives and converſa- 
ions? 
e- A. They produce all the vices and 
crimes which too much. abound every 
where in the world. 

Q. Into what eſtate is ——_— redu- 
ced by this abominable idol ſelf, and its 
curſed fruits? 

A. Mankind is thereby naturally re- 
duced into a ſtate of banithment from 


ſlavery and captivity, under the power 
of the devil, and of all evil. 

O- Q. What was neceſſarily required to 
e- | the redeeming of mankind from ſuch a 
ay micrable ſtate ? 

al A. It was neceſſary that the injury 
if, and diſhonour done to God, by ſetting 


2 up ſuch a vile unworthy idol in his 


room, thould be repaired; as alſo, that 
che idol itſelf ſhould be ſo broken down, 
e. and cait out, as it might never again u- 
e ſurp the throne of God. 


. Was it in the power of man to pers 


ne forme both theſe conditions f ” 
e A. Sotar from it, that no leſs power 
le than 


2 


God and all good; and of a miſerable 
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6 


than omnipotency itſelf was neceſſary 


to perform either the one or the other 
of them: 
Has any one then been willing 1s 


undertake, ard able to perferm ſo great a 


wor? 

A. Yes indeed, the Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
the eternal Son of God, true God and 
true man, 
the world, 
kind; who is both able and willin 


ſave to the utmoſt all that come to od 


throu gh him, 


. What moved him to undertake - fo | 
| great a work and labour? 
A. His great love to his Father's | 
glory, and his great pity and compatl- | 


on for loſt mankind. 


Q. Mat did Feſus, in order to repair | 


the diſhonour done 19 Cod ? 
A. Becauſe man had difhononred 


God, by leavin ng the loweſt and laſt 


place, which was due to him, and v- 


furping the firſt and chief place, which 


therefore, to make 


belonged to God; 


ſatisfaction and reparation, the Son of | 


God left the throne of his glory, the 
firſt and chief place due to him; anc 
taking our nature upon him, he de- 


ſcended into che loweſt and laſt place, 
| even 


He alone is the Saviour of 
and the Redeemer of man- 


all t 
ings, 
ways 
with 
was 
was 
with 
1 
chart 
A. 
upon 
tions 
body 
fing 
heave 
A. 
and 1 
ther 
ſatisff 
dear 
grant 
he ſo 


nm. 


; of Sherk Catechifn. bs, 


ry Neven into the room and place of ſin- 
er ners. 


Q. What further fatisfafion and re- 


!o Btaration made he, when he had put him- 


4 felf i in the place of finners ? 


A. He meekly ſubmitted himſelf to 


all the poverty, contempt, and ſuffer- 
ings, which were due to them ; and al- 
ways. honoured his heavenly Father 
with an obedience and humility, which 
was more boundleſs and unlimited than 
was the pride and diſobedience where- 
with man had dithonoured him. 

What was the moſt admirable in- 
ſancẽ of the obedience, humility, and 
charity of the Son of God ? 8. 

His offering up himſelf a ſacrifice 
| upon the croſs, in the deepeſt humilia- 
„tions and ſufferings both of ſoul and 

body. 

d Q. Was this ſacrifice acceptable, fatif- 
Hing, and meritorious, in the bt .of bis 
Leavenly Father ? 

b A. It was ſo acceptable, ſatisfying, 
e and meritorious, that his heavenly Fa- 
ther found his juſtice thereby not only 
ſatisfied, but likewiſe indebted to his 
dear Son; and that he was obliged to 
grant him, i in favour of mankind, whom 
he ſo much loved, all ae and glory, 
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3 Short Catechiſm. 
and every good thing that he deſired 


for them. 


Q. 1s it neceſſary, befides making ſa- 
Tis faction and reparation, that Feſfus 


ſhould caft forth the idol ſelf, with ite 
corrupt fruits, out of our hearts, before 


we can enjoy the heavenly glory which he 
has merited for us ? 
A. It is to abſolutely neceſſary, that 


neither the mercies of God, nor the 


merits of Jefas Chriſt, thall ever bring 
ns to the heavenly glory, till firſt this 


eat work be effectually begun in our 
and alſo thereafter carried on 
and finiſhed by the . of our Re- 


deemer. 


ſouls, 


5 5 How does our dear Redeemer nf} 
ly begin this work inthe foul ? 


2 By awakening the conſcience 
wich a fight and ſenſe of its groſſer fins | 


and vices, and with the fear of hell- 
torments, which are due to them. 


What muſt neceſſarily accompany | 


er fo low after this ? 
A. A firm belief of God's mercy in 
Chriſt Jeſus, to all them that truly re- 
pent of their fins, and torſake them. 
855 What frets do both theſe produce 
in the foul ? 


125 An earneſt Ariving and wreſtling 


2 gain! 
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againſt its groſſer ſins, with a, diligent 
ale of ſuch means and mortifications as 
may help it to be victorious over them. 

Q. Doth the ſoul, in this fiate, uſual- 
hy make any cunſiderable progreſs and ad- 
cancement © 

4. Although ſometimes it may ſeem 
to itſelf to make conſiderable progreſs, 
yet really it advances but little, ſo long 
as its ward corruptions, its inward 
pride, covetouſneſs, and ſenſuality, which 
are the root of its outward ſins, do ſtill 
continue in their ſtrength and vigour. 

Q. Where can the ſoul find a proper 
and an effectual remedy to purge out theſe 
r be corruptions * 

A. Only in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in 
his life and doctrine, and in his death 
upon the croſs. | 

Q. What are thoſe remediss which are 
to be found there! - 

A. In the life and doctrine of the 
Son of God, and in his death upon the 
eroſs, there are abundance of humilia- 
e, reproaches, and contempt, to pull 
down our pride; of poverty, naked 
neſs, and diſengagement, to purge out 
our covetouſneſs; and of labours, pains, 
and ſufferings, to mortify our love 
eaſe * pleaſures. 

| 8 
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Q. I it neceſſary that the foul do trul | 
| ſoy and eſteem theſe things, and willing 


Iy embrace them, avhenever it pleaſes God 


Yo fend them ? | 
A. However the inferior ſenſual part 


of the ſoul may grieve and be afflicted, } 


yet the ſuperior part muſt truly love 


and eſteem them, and willingly embrace 
elſe it cannot follow Jeſus 


them ; 
Chriſt, nor can the love of riches, ho- 


WOE, and pleaſures, be truly purgedout. 
| How ts the foul enabled aud pre- 
Ys with to take ſo bitter a medicine? 


A. By the divine light which it re- 


ceives from Jeſus Chritt, and which en- 


lightens it in ſome meaſure to know it- 


ſelf and the world, and to know God, 


and to know Jefus the Mediator. 


Q. What does the foul fee ww” and the 


world to be, in the divine light ? 

A. In the divine light it ſees itſelf to 
be nothing but miſery and fin, and that 
it has truly deſerved hell; as alſo it 
ſees the riches, honours, and pleaſures, 
of the world, whereby it has been de- 


luded, to be but mere empty ſhadows: 
and both theſe make it deſpiſe the 


= and hate itſelf, 
What does the e diſcover of God, 


in th divine light ? 
A. In 
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A. In the divine light, the ſoul ſees 
God to be all infinite goodneſs, love, 
beauty, and excellency, and that all its 
happineſs is in him ; which makes the 
foul hunger and thirſt, and pant and 
breathe after him. 
That does the foul, in the divine 

leh, diſcover of Feſus the Mediator? 
A, It diſcovers that Jeſus is the true 
and only way to the Father; and that 
there is no other way but his poverty, 
contempt, and ſufferings, to caſt out 
man's covetouinels, pride, and ſenſuali- 
ty; and allo that his love to man is 
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ſo willingly before him in the way of 
the croſs, to bring him. unto God : all 
which conſtrain the ſoul to love Jeſus, 
and cordially to embrace his doctrine 
and example of the croſs, as being the 
only way to its own happineſs in God. 
Q. When the foul has thus been enabled, 
by the divine light, to deſpiſe the world 
and hate itſelf, to love God, and irneſt= 
ly defire him, and to embrace Chrift and 
bis croſs, as .the only way to the Father, 
is there any thing further neceſſary for it 
todo f - 
A. Yes, it muſt, by the divine grace, 
apply all its vigour and activity to per- 
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ſevere and continue ſtedlfaſtly in 1 theſe 


and ſuch like exerciſes; till all its acti- 
vity being much ſpent and exhauſted, 


1t does at length, by degrees, enter in- 


to the paſſive ſtate. 


Q. IWWherein conſiſis the nature of this 


paſſive ſtate ? 

A. It conſiſts in patiently bearing the 
operations, and quietly following the 
motions and attractions of the rind 
grace, Which now are felt, and percei- 


ved very ſenſibly i in it. 


Q. What is the exerciſe, or diſpoſi tion 


| of the foul, in this paſſive late? 


A. It is to take all its pleaſure and 
contentment in abiding in God's pre- 
ſence, in depending upon him, and lea- 
ving itſelf entirely to his diſpoſal, as a 
continual facrifice to his holy will. 

. What are the fruits and eſfects of 
this Nate in the foul ? 

A. It does more effectually ſubdue 
and caſt out the carnal worldly felt, 
with its mward corruptions, and gives 
the foul a more complete and eaſy vic- 
tory over its fins and imperfections, and 


makes it flouriſh very ſenſibly in faith, 


hope, and charity, in humility, meek- 
nels, patience, reſignation, and all o- 
ther Chriſtian * and virtues. 


Q. Ea. 


A Short Catechiſin. ol 
Q. Has ſuch a foul any thing more to 


d, but to continue and advance ingll 
1605 graces and virtucs ? 
AJ. Its activity having been already 

ſpent, it nas not mach to do; but it has. 

much to ſuffer, and a more terrible pu- 
rification to undergo than ever it had be- 
1972. 

Q. #hy fo? 

A. Becauſe in the midſt of theſe fas: 
ſidle divine graces and virtues, there 

ow3 up a ſecret, ſpiritual, refined, 


ſubtle ſelf, which, if God did not pre- 


vent it, would at length become more 
deſtructive to the Toul, and more diſ- 
pleaſing unto him, than the former 
eros carnal idol was. 
Wherein confijts the malignity of 
this piritual N 2 
A. In robbing God of his glory, by 
appropriating to itlelf the graces art 
virtues which be long to him; and by a 
ſecret - ſpiritual pride, t tak! ing compla- 
cency in its own excellency. ' 
Into what ſtate would thin ſpiri- 
tual elf bring the ſoul, if God continue 
to multiply his ſenſible graces therein ? 
A. By degrees, into the ftate of Lu- 
citer, who was adorned with more re- 
ſplendent graces than any man on 


N 2 earth. 
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earth can be; and yet, by this proud 
ſpiritual ſelf, 'he became a devil. 
Q. I the ſoul able, by its own. dili. 


gence and activity, ro deſtroy this mon- 


ler? 


A. This monſter is ſo voracious, ſo 


ſecret, and ſo ſubtle, that there is not 
auy thing which the ſoul can do, by its 
own activity, to deſtroy it, but what it 
feeds upon, and nourithes and ſtrength- 
ens itſelf thereby. 

Q. Who then can deftrey it? 

A. God alone. 


* 


4.55 By what means doth God moſt u- 
aa. 


deſtroy that terrible monſter ? 

4. By letting looſe the molt grievous 
” temptations, and withdrawing all his 
ſenſible graces from the ſoul, and fur- 
rounding it on all 
and troubles ; whereby 1t is reduced to 
the greateſt agonies and ſtraits. 

Are theſe agonies ſoon over ? 

* In She agen 4 2 che ſoul 
had many changes or viciſſitudes, of 
ligat and darkneſs, of temptations and 
conſolations, of painful aridities and 
ſenſible joys: but in theſe laſt trials, 
the grievous. temptations and agomes 


do Thil increaſe, and are never ended. 


ir the ſoul be of any competent ſtrength 
.% to 


bands with darkneſs 


to bear them, till it be utterly loſt, and 
periſh, as to its own apprehenſion. 
. For what end is the ſoul brought to 
ſach a terrible ftate ? vo ak | 
A. That it may learn to be ſacrifi- 
ced, abſolutely, without any reſerve, 
to the will and order of God, even 
with reſpect to grace, virtue, ſalvation, 


eternity, as well as to all temporal 


things; that ſo all ſelf, both ſpiritual 
and carnal, may be wholly rooted out, 
and annihilated in the ſoul. | 
Q. When ſelf is thus reduced to no 
thing in the ſoul, what then becomes of 


202 | 


A. When ſelf is really reduced to 
nothing, which is he only place that 
of right belongs to it, then Jeſus takes 
poſſeſfion of his right, and by degrees 
becomes all in the ſoul: ſo that no 


more ſelf-righteouſneſs, ſelf - intereſt, 
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ſelf-will, or any thing of ſelf, is to be 


found in it; but only the righteouſneſs, 


the intereſt, the will, and the all of 


Jeſus. | 
Q. What are fome of the principal 
characters or diſpoſitions of that foul 


wherein Feſus has recovered the full do- 


xinion © | 


A. A profound peace, a pure diſin- 


7-2 tereſted 
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tereſted love, and alſo a child-like in- 


nocency and fimplicity, whereby the 
foul; for its own fafety, is uſually .kept 
from any certain knowledge of its own 
happy itate. 


L Jeſu. then the only Lord and | 


King of that foul, who rules and governs 


it abſolutely, according to his own will, 


nuithout any oppojition ? 


A. Yes, indeed; which as it is man's 


greateſt happinefs in this life, ſo it is 


the great end and deſign of the Chri- 


ſtian religion, and all that ſeems to be 
neceſſary to prepare the ſoul, and make 


it ready for the immediate enjoyment 


of the heavenly gl 
Q. What means muſt we make uſe of, 


evhereby ave may attain ts this great end 


and deſſen of the Chriſtian religion! 


A. That we may attain to this great 


end, we mult make uſe both of the" in- 


ternal and external means. 
. What are the moſt effectual inter- 
nat means ? 


A. They 0 the inward graces of 


repentance, faith, and the PIE of 


the heart, 
. What is repentance # 


T, It is ſach a true ſorrow for our. 
20 as makes us embrace the means, 


how 
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how bitter or painful ſoever they may 
be, to extirpate them, and to repair 
the wrongs we have done by them. 

Q. Of what nſe is repentance for help- 
ing us forward to the great end e our 


Chriſtianity ? - 


A. It is of abſolute neceſſity, for a- 
mending, and obtaining pardon of alþ: 
the fins and fanlts that are committed- 
through the whole Chriſtian courſe ; 
but more eſpecially in the beginning of 
it, when the ſinner breaks olF his ſins 
and evil habits, and returns to God, 

Q. What is faith? _ _ | 

A. It is the evidence of things not 
ſeen, even of the all of God, and of 
the nothing of the ereature; whereby 
the ſoul, which receives that evidence, 
believes in God, and puts all its truſt 
and confidence in him alone, and not 
in the creature, or in any thing that it 
can do. e | | 

. What is the moſt native and immes= 


diate effedt of this faith ? 


A, The greater and ſtronger that 
this faith is, the more it engages God 
to take the foul into his oẽn ꝓarticular 
care, conduct, and protection; and al- 
ſo it makes the ſoul the more pliable, 
ſubmiſſiye, reſigned, and abandoned » 
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the Seine will _ conduct 
things. 


Q of whos uſe is ; fave for aſſiſting 


2s to attain tnto the * end and defign 
of our holy religion ? 


A. It is of abſolute neceſſity, for diſ- 


engaging the ſoul from the creatures, 
and uniting it to God; and for guiding 
it ſafely into chat divine 
union, through all the dangers, delu- 
fions, and temptations, wherewith the 
devil, the world, and our own corrup- 
tion do continually affaule us, in all 
the different periods of our Chriſtian 
courſe ; but more eſpecially in the laſt 
trials, when the ſaul can fee nothing 


but death and darkneſs on all hands. 


Q. I bat is the prayer of the heart ? 

A. It is an inward converſation, or 
communication betwixt God and the 
ſoul, wherein the ſoul, conformably to 
the ſtate it is in, offers up to God its 
deſires, or aſpirations, or affections; 
or ſimply expoſes itſelf before him, lea- 
ving itſelf wholly to his will: And 
wherein God correſponds accordingly, 
by communicating his graces and fa- 


vours to the ſoul, as he {ſees moſt expe- 
dient for it. 


* of what ufe then 1 vocal 22 
1 


in all 
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A. It is of moſt neceſſary uſe, not 
only in the public worſhip, but alſo in 
the moſt private retirements, whenever 
it may ſerve as a means to fix our atten- 
tion, or afliſt us in the inward devotion. 
and prayer of the heart. 
Q. Of what uſe is prayer for advan 

eing us to the great end of our religion! 

It is of ſuch neceſſary uſe from 
the beginning to the end of the Chriſtian 
ure that the ſoul's advancement de- 
pends on its fidelity therein; ſo that 
whoever neglects prayer can never make 
any conſiderable progreſs in the . 
ſtian life. 


Q. bat are the _ Hectual exter- 


nal means whereby aue my attain to the 


great end of our religion ? 
:7, The molt effectual external means 


are, the holy ſcriptures, the ſacra- 


ments, and the other offices of che ſa- 


cred order of paſtors. 


Q. How does it appear that the hob 
ſcriptures are a maſt effettual means to: 
bring us to the great end vf our religion ?, 

A. It appears in this, that as the 
holy ſeriptures are all written by divine 
inſpiration, ſo they do all tend to hum- 


ble man and exalt God, and to turn 


man away from ſelf- love and the lee 
ot. 
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of the creatures, unto the love of Cod; L-43 
and do contain inexhauſtibie treaſures MI - Gt 


a "ty 
22 — — 


ä —— 
IP — . — — — 
— 
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ij of divine light and wiſdom, all contri- F acco 
Wi 3 to that end. them 
it Q. How ought we to read and /tudy WY jt. 
11 the feripturer, 6 as to pront by them 2 gh he W 
"Mi A, With an earneit defire to know | ible 
Wi. | God's will, for no other end but that © Chri 
198 we may practiſe it; and with a humble guifl 
ee heart, depending on God for giving us ther. 
7 the underſtanding of them, ſo far as he befo 
| ft fees it neceſſary for that end. Lor. 
1 . Wherein are the ſacraments uſeful man 
5 7 Fog for Cur attai ning to the great end Jed. 
A of religion? : Q 
„ . T hey are moſt uſeful and neceſ- % 2. 
1 fary, becauſe the awfulneſs and ſolemni- I 
0 ty of the myſteries which are celebra- mor 
HY ted in them, do ſerve to awaken us from to a 
1 our dulneſs and i upidity, and to raiſe IF ith 
41 fl up our hearts to God; and becauſe, in ¶ Gre 
„ the due uſe of them, we are r bot! 
HY engaged to our duty, and fingularly die 
411 aſſiſted to perform it, by the plentiful chat 
_ - <f#aton of the divine grace upon all Ius. 
1: thoſe who with humble and obedient thei 
4418 hearts obſerve theſe divine ordinances. bow 
118 Q. What i the evil of deſpijing, or ther 
{ [i evilfully neglecting the ſacraments ? ling 
1 


wt A, Whoever Je) piſes, or wilfally ne- 
17 88 | glects 


CF ee — . OSS 
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glects theſe holy ordinances, he not on- 
ly deprives himſelf of the ſpiritual be- 
nefits and inward graces, Which always 
accompany the humble and pious uſe of 
them, but alto he thereby ranks him- 
ſelf even amongſt the infidels, in that 
he will not moke uſe of the outward vi- 
ible ſigns and ſymbols ordained by 
Chriſt himſelf, to ſeparate and diſtin- 
guiſh betwixt his diſciples and all o- 
thers ; and that he will not confeſs him 
before men, nor own him to be his 
Lord and King, in that ſolemn ſacred 
manner which he himſelf hath appoint- 
ed, 

Q. what uſe are the other offices 
io us, of the-facred order of paſtors 9 ? 

A. Of ſuch ſingular uſe, that nothing 
more effectual could be done for us, than 
to appoint an order of men to feed us 
with Chriſt's doctrine, and to walk be- 
tore us in his ſteps; and ſo to teach us, 
both by word and deed, how we may 
die to ourſelves and to the creatures, 
that God alone may hve and reign in 
us. And although ſome may tail in 
their duty, yet we have the pious la- 
bours, writings, and examples, of o- 
ther faithful paſtors, Which are ſtill of 
ingular uſe and advantage to us. 
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Are there any general means, com- 


mon to all mankind, for aſſiſting them to 


attain to the great end and dejign of 


| [ihe Chriſtian aud] all true religion? 


A. Yes, there are the works of cre- 


ation and providence outwardly ; and | 


alſo an inward remainder of the image 
of God, which, by the merits and in- 
terceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, is continued 
with all mankind, as an inward ſeed or 
principle of grace, in the midſt of their 
corruption. N 

Q. What are the fruits and effects of 
hij good principle, in the hearts and lives 
„% 

A. The more that the good motions 
thereof, in oppoſition ro the motions of 
corruption, are followed and obeyed, it 
becomes the ſtronger, and God com- 
municates his bleſſing to it, whereby it 


has become the ſpring and fountain of 


many good things in the works and wri- 
tings of the —— but the more 
its motions are rejected, and thoſe of 


corruption followed and obeyed, this 
good principle becomes the more lan- 


guid and imperceptible, and ſometimes 


 teems to be utterly extinguithed. 


Q. Wherein do the works of creation 


and providence ſerve men as a means 


whe, 
true 
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whereby they may attain to the end of all 
true religion? | FIR TO 

A. In ſetting plainly before mens 
eyes the greatneſs and goodneſs of God, 
and the nothingneſs of man; that his 
very ſoul and body, and all the good 
he has, are God's creatures, and do 
belong to him; and that therefore he 
ought not to rob God, by aſcribing or 
appropriating any of theſe things to 
himſelf, but abide in an entire naked- 
neſs and poverty of ſpirit before him, 


leaving himſelf and all he hath in God's 


hands, to be diſpoſed of, and ruled and 
governed by him, without any oppoſi- 
tion, as being the only rightful Lord and 
King, and true proprietor of all things. 

. Why then might not a Heathen be 
ſaved by the means of theſe plain truths, 
ſearched out, and followed by the good 
principle of the divine grace within him ? 
A. How plain ſoever theſe truths 


may be in themſelves, yet all men are 


ſo blinded with ſelf-love, and the love 
of the world, that even amongſt 'thoſe 


who have the light of the ſcriptures, 


and the doctrine and example of Jeſus 
Chriſt to guide them, there are but few 
who penetrate theſe truths ſo fully as 


they ought to do, and ſtill fewer Who 
5 | 0 


practiſe 
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ter into theſe truths ; 


_ temptations goes 


practiſe them: Therefore it is not to be 

ppoſed that any amongſt the Heathen, 
who have none to guide them, can en- 
in or if any did, and 
practiſed accordingly, it is not to be 
doubted but God would communicate 
himſelf unto them, and fave them by 
the grace and merits of his Son, even 
as he ſaved the patriarchs, and others 
his ſervants of old, before the ſcriptures 
were written. 

Q. Alas, then, if there be fo few every 
where, who enter into theſe great and 
nece//ary truths, what ſhall become of 
mankind ! Is it nat to be feared that 
felf and the world ſhall, in a ſhort time, 


have dominion oer the hearts of all men 


living on the earth ? 

A. In the worſt of times God had, 
and always will have ſome to ſerve 
him ; and although the greateſt a- 
bounding of all mal is foretold to be in 
the laſt days, yet the greateſt abound- 
ing of all good is foretold to follow at- 


ter it: for as in the purification of the 


ſoul, the darkeſt night of trials and 
fore the brighteſt 
day of divine peace; ſo, in the church, 


and in the wofld in general, after the 


greateſt diſorders and corruptions, fball 
„„ follow 


{ ——_ 


\ ” 
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follow the greateſt purity and order, 
Righteouſnets, truth, and peace ſhall 
flouriſh ; Satan ſhall be bound, and caſt 
out; and J=$vs ſhall be abſolute Lord 
and King in the hearts of all men. 


12 Mo earn 2 4rd Catlin 
Even ſo, Lord Jeſus, come quickly, Amen. 
| The N D. 
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